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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

{a!) Renovalion to Ganger’'s House,
Laverton, ete.

Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minjster
representing the Minister for Railways:

(1) What was the amount spent on
renovations to the house recently occu-
pied by the ganger at Lavertan?

(2) Was this work undertaken since
the Government had decided to introduce
a motion to discontinue the rail service
on the Malcolm-Laverton line?

{3) Did the department over-estimate
the quantity of hlue metal required for
the work?

(4) Did a local businessman offer £10
for the surplus blue metal—estimated at
approximately 10 tons?

{6) Did the
offer?

department refuse the

(6) Did the departmeni send a motor-
truek a distance of 230 miles to and from
Kalgoorlie to load the blue metal into a
railway truek at Laverton?

(7) How far did the motor-truck have
to cart the material to load it into the
railway truck?

(8> What was the cost of running the
motor-truck to and from Kalgoorlie?

(3) Were two men sent on the trip to
and from Kalgoorlie?

(10} Can blue metal be purchased at the
crushing plant at Kalgoorlie for 14s. 6d.
per ton?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) £670.
(2} No.
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(3) No. The metal supplied included
a guantity for other works which were
stopped.

(4) A verbal offer was ﬁm.de to the
ganger.

(5) Yes. The metal was required for
work at Menzies.

(6) No. ‘The motor-truck was sent
through the section from Kalgoorlie to
undertake work at centres along the line.
Opportunity was taken while at Laverton
to use the motor-truck to load the metal.

(7) 300 yards.
(8) Approximately £5.

(8) Yes. A driver and one other.

(10) No. The Railway Department pays
£1 63. per ton, for metal supplied by the
Kalgoorlie Road Board.

(b) Use of Stockyerds, Laverton.

Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Does the Government intend to
allow the residents of the Laverton dis-
trict to still utilise the railway stockyards
to load and unload stock?

(2) If so, will he give directions that
the people interested be informed that the
stockyards are available?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

There is no intention of depriving the
people of the use of stock-loading facili-
ties. Those interested should take the
matter up “_rit.h the Rallways Commission.
fe) Use of Dam Engine, Pump, ete.,

Laverton,

Mr, ACKLAND asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Will the department permit the
Laverton Road Board to use the dam
engine, pump and overhead tank for the
use of the people at Laverton?

(2} If not, does the Railway Depart-
ment intend to sell or remove the engine
and pump at the railway dam at Laver-
ton?

11'I‘}im' MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plled:

The road board should take the matter
up with the Railways Commission with a
view to making suitable arrangements for
acquisition of the facilities in due course.
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(d) Katanning Station Renovalions.

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) What was the date work com-
menced on the renovations to the Katan-
ning railway station?

(2) Were tenders called for the work?

(3) Who is the contractor, or what Gov-
ernment department is carrying out the
work?

(4) How many men are employed?

(5) What have been the wages pald to
date?

(8) What was the cost of materials
used?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) The work commenced early June,
1956, and was finished on the 23rd PFeb-
ruary, 1957.

(2) and (3) As the work which involved
platform renewals had to be done during
trafic movements, it was carried out by
Railway Department stafi. Tenders were
not called. .

(4) Stafl were emploved intermittently;
the maximum number was four tapering
to three, then to two.

(5) £730.
(6) Approximately £1,000,

fe) Engineer’s Report on Burakin-Bonnie
Rock Line.

Mr. CORNELL (without notice) asked
the Minister representing the Minister for
Railways:

Would he lay upon the Table of the
House the Railway Department files deal-
ing with the Burakin-Bonnie Rock railway
and, in particular, the engineer’s report on
the gphysica.l condition of the permanent
way?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

I will submit the request to the Minister
for Railways and if he is agreeable, I will
have pleasure in tabling the papers.

CRIME.
Incidence in Western Australia.
Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Jus-
tice:

(1) Has there been an increase in the
jincidence of crime in this State?

(2) If so, what are the comparable fig-
ures for 1955-56 as against the figures for
1956-577

(3) What percentage of the crimes coms-
mitied are attributable to juvenile acfion?
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The MINISTER replied:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Details of all offences brought before the courts during the years 1947-56 are

as follows:—
CONVICTIONS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
{Excluding Aboeriginals.)
In Magistrate's Courta.
Adults and Juveniles. Juveniles Only.
Year. . : In Superior | Mean Popu-
Courts. (%) lation.
Offences Offences B
All against the All against the
Offences. Pergon or Offences. Person or
Property. Property.
1947 21,065 2,441 1,551 810 138 502,951
1948 24,360 2,578 2,162 955 135 514,621
1949 25,386 2,320 1,850 648 169 532,603
1950 21,315 2,901 1,866 974 196 557,878
1951 29,763 3,115 2,235 1,284 173 580,317
1952 38,109 3,446 2,405 1,419 334 600,615
1953 40,643 3,632 2,825 1,408 323 621,034
1954 48,005 4,241 3,271 1,825 316 640,140
1955 65,118 4,368 3,642 1,835 386 658,747
1956 (@) 60,583 5,289 4,419 2,177 332 677,318

(z) In addition 31,559 smail fines for minor traffic offences were collected by the Crown Law Department.
(b) Practically all adults, Only in very rare cases are juveniles dealt with in superior courts.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
{a) Fare and Freight Increases, etc.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping:
(1) What fare and freight increases

were made in the various categories by
State ships in February, 19577

(2) What extra revenue was expected
as a result—

(a) to the 30th June, 1957;
(k) for a full year?

(3) What was the experience to the
30th June, 1957°?

(4) What was the State ships’ deficit
for 1956-57°?

(5} To what extent is it expected that
higher depreciation and interest charges
on new ships will be offset by lower oper-
ating costs?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE replied:

(1) Fares were increased by 25 per cent.
to and from North-West ports and by 121
per cent. to and from Darwin, as from the
14th February, 1957.

Freights were increased as from the
same date, as follows::—
No increase on petrol, aviation spirit
or empty drums.

20s. per ton increase on ores and as-
bestos.

20s. per head increase on livestock
southward.

bs. per head on rams and 2s, 8d. per
head on ewes and wethers.

§0s. per ton on general cargo to and
from North-West ports.

(2) (a) £66,000.
(b) £210,000,

{3) Increased revenue of £54,000.

(4) £921,500 including depreciation and
interest.

(8) It is expected that lower operating
costs will fully off-set increased deprecia-
tion and interest charges.

() Adequacy of Present Fleet.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Supply and
Shipping:

(1) Is the present fleet of State ships
able to service adequately current
passenger and freight demands,
Fremantle to Darwin, including
movement of cattle from the Kim-
berleys tc the south?

If not, what are the deficiencies,
and what action is proposed to
overcome the deficiencies?

(2)
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(3) What is the current ship replace-
ment or extension programme,
and the timing of same?

(4) Are any diversions to Albany and
Esperance contemplated?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE replied:

(1) It is adequate %0 meet present
freight demands but not to cope w1th pas-
senger traffic.

(2) Insufficient passenger accommoda-
tion. Relief will be provided by a more
frequent passenger service to and from
North-West ports during the summer
months.

(3) M.v. “Koolama” now building in the
United Kingdom is to replace m.v. “Koo-
linda,” and s.s. “Delamere” is to replace
m.v. “Kybra” early in 1858,

{4) No.

BETTING CONTROL ACT.
Turnover Tar on W.A, Events.

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Police:

What amount and percentage of total
turnover was subscribed by the following
organisations in respeet of betting on
Western Australian events run under the
Betting Control Act, during the financial
year 1956-57—

(a) Western Australian Turf Club;

(b) Western Australian Trotting As-
sociation;

(¢) country trotting clubs;
(d) country racing clubs?

The MINISTER replied:
The amounts and percentages are— -
(a) £4,020,460. 45.0 per cent.
(b) £2,379,594. 26.6 per cent.
{c) £671,686. 7.5 per cent.
(d) £1,373,827. 154 per cent.

HOUSING.
fa) Pre-cut Houses in Country Towns.

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) How many pre-cut houses were
erected in country towns during the years
1952-53, 1953-54, 1854-55, 1955-56, 1956-57?

(2) What were the towns in which these
houses were built?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) 1952-53, 473; 1953-54, 634; 1954-55,
268; 1955-56, 311; 1956-57, 55—Total, 1,741,
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Pre-cut Houses Erected in Country
Areas—Period 1952-1957.
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Pre-cut Houses Erected in Country
Areas—Period 1952-57—continued.

1952-
1953,

1953-
1954,

1654-
1955.

1855-
1056,

1958-
1057,

Total.
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The figures for 1856-57 relate to houses built tn North-
West towns, including Carnarvon where homes are still
being built under labour only condlilons, and other gouniry
towns where coabracts were entered {nto durlng year 1055=56
but houses not completed until 1956-57.

{b) Flat Projects.
Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) How many flat projects are under
consideration by the State Housing Com-
mission?

(2) In what areas are they located?

(3) How many flats is it intended to
erect in each?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Four.
(2) and (3)—

(a) North Fremantle—18 flats.

(b) Colin Street, West Perth—approxi-
mately 70 flats.

{¢) Mt. Hawthorn—seven flats of the

semi-detached type.

Leederville—three flats of the

semi-detached type.

In addition, preliminary consideration is
being given t¢ a flat building project in
South Perth. The number of flats in such
project is not yet determined.

Members will note there is no reference
to Mt. Pleasant.

@)

f¢) Dwellings Erected at Maniana, ete.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) What is the total number of indi-
vidual dwellings erected at Maniana under
the control of the State Housing Cominis-
sion?

[ASSEMBLY.]

(2) What has been the turnover in ten-
ants since the erection of this housing
area?

(3) How many dwellings are now vacant?

(4> What have been the general reasons
for tenants vacating Maniana?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 300 units of accommodation (n-
cludes duplex and gquadruplex).

(2) 152,

(3) Seven. Four under renovations and
maintenance check. Three under offer.

(4) Reasons for vacating are not stated
hy tenants. Heowever, hy observation and
discussion, some of the reasons are as fol-
lows:—

{a) Moving to private accommodation

closer to the city;

leaving the metropolitan area;

turn reached for war service
homes and purchase homes under
Commonwealth - State housing
agreement and State Housing
Act schemes.

(b}
(c)

TRANSPORT.
fa) Road-train Operations,

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government studied the
operation of the road-train movement of
cattle from Anna Plains to the metro-
politan area?

(2) Is this type of movement capsable
of expansion to form a substantial and
regular source of supply to the southern
markets?

(3) Is any encouragement being given
to such a project, and if so, with what
result?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) It is expected that between 4,000
and 4,500 head will be moved this season.
The number of cattle on the stations
affected can be built up to provide a larger
turn-coff, but the restriction imposed by
the bpleuro-pneumonia buffer area must
still be retained.

(3) Last financial year £1,850 was spent
on refitting the Wallal yards and dip for
this purpose and it is estimated a further
£400 will be required to complete.

A sum of £1,800 has already been allo-
cated for expendifure on a resting yard at
Well 43. A second resting yard at Well 55
is being considered. The chief veterinary
surgeon is at present in the area studying
further possibllities.
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{b) Rates of Travel for Pensioners.

Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) In view of the reply to my question
re pensioners’ concession fares on the 10th
July, will he see that the same concession
is allowed to country pensioners as is
allowed to those in the metropolitan area
when they wish to travel to Perth, viz:
half-fares whether {ravel is by rail, or
railway bus?

(2) If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

Concession fares on tramway buses are
available to country pensioners visiting
the metropolitan area.

Owing to limited accommodation it is
not practicable to provide concessions on
buses travelling to country centres which
are served by rail.

CULTURE PEARIL INDUSTRY.
Progress and Prospects.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

(1) What progress has been made by
the cultured pearl industry in this State?

(2) What are its prospects?

(3) To what extent is it being developed
by Japanese experts?

The MINISTER. replied:

(1> The programme provided for the
laying down of a certain number of shells
during the previous and current seasons,
and this programme is slightly behind
schedule.

(2) The future of the industry will de-
pend largely on the results of the current
season's activities.

(3) Wholly.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS.

Staff, Appoiniments and Public Service
Act.

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Which staff, if any, of the State
trading concerns are subject to the West-
ern Australian Government Public Ser-
vice provisions?

(2) How are appointments made to the
payroll of State trading concerns at the
respective executive and other levels?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) The only staff of State trading con-
cerns under the provisions of the Public
Service Act are the engineer metallurgist,
accountant and five clerical officers at the
State Engineering Works and the ac-
countant and assistant manager and two
clerical officers in the State Hotels
Department.

(2) Except for base grade positions,
appointments to the payroll of State
trading concerns are made by selection on
merit following advertisement.
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LOTTERIES COMMISSION.
Grants for Cancer Research,

Mr., MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) How much meney has been granted
by the Lotteries Commission to assist in
cancer research?

(2) How is this money being applied
and what investigations are being made?

(3) Are facilities available for the
treatment of lukemia and cancer by
chemical means?

(4) Who is in charge of cancer research
in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Lotteries Commission is to be
approached shortly. So far, ng money
has been obtained from it.

(2) The flrst application of any such
money obtained will be towards the cost
of a linear accelerator.

(3} Yes.

(4) The Anti-Cancer Council has been
set up to stimulate and co-ordinate work
against cancer in Western Australia, and
to raise funds for such work.

HEALTIH.

(a) Licensing of Medical Practitioners’
Premises.

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Health:

As many metropolitan medical practi-
tloners conduct their business from prem-
ises totally unsuitable for the purpose
(i.e., unsuitable walting rooms and sur-
gery accommedation}, would he give im-
mediate consideration of legislating to li-
cense such premises, so that they may be
brought to a reasonable standard?

The MINISTER replied:

If the hon. memher will furnish me
with more details of those premises which
he considers to be unsuitable, I will cause
inquiries t0 be made.

(b) Imvestigation of Indigenous Drug-
bearing Plants.

Mr, MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) Is a drug panel in existence, con-
ducting experiments and investigation of
indigenous drug-bearing plants?

(2) Will he indicate if any reports are
available of such investigations?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) With a view to alleviating drug
shortages caused by the war, a drug panel
was formed in 1943, to investigate
pharmaceutical value of indigenous plants.
For a period laboratory investigations were
financed and carried out at the university,
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but the results of this work proved nega-
tive. An allegzed cancer cure was also
exhaustively examined, both locally and
overseas, but could not be substantiated.

After six years, the panel felt that there
was no further need to continue, and re-
signed in November, 1949. The members
forming the panel at the time were:

Mr. C. Gardner (chairman and Govt.
botanist).

Dr. C. E. Cook (Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health).

Dr. D, E. White (University of W.A.).
Dr. E. M. Watson (Perth Technical

College).

Dr. Bluman (representative, Plaimar's
Limited).

Mr., J, C. Hood (Government Chemi-
cal Laboratories).

Mr. I. Thomas (Department of Agri-

culture).

{2) The minufes of the meetings of the
drug panel are on the files of the De-
partment of Industrial Development.
There were ho official reports by the
panel, but the properfies of a number of
plants were dealt with by members of
the panel in published papers in some
technical journals.

RUNNER BEANS.
Gazetlal of Regulations.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Have regulations been gazetted re-
garding the proposed grading of runner
beans?

{2) If not, when will they be gazetted?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.

(2) Regulations have been prepared and
will be gazetted immediately.

FISHING INDUSTRY,

fa) Establishment of Scallop and Prawn
Industry.

Mr., NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries: .

(1) Is the Western Australian Fisheries
Department receiving any grants from the
Commonwealth fisheries trust fund to
assist it in connection with investigation
of the possibility of establishing a seallop
and prawn fishing industry in north-
western waters?

(2) Has the Fisheries Department ob-

- tained sufficient information to be able to

state if prawns and scallops are in pay-

able gquantities in Shark Bay and Exmouth
Gulf waters?

The MINISTER replied:
(1> No,
(2) No.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(b) Survey of Great Australian Bight's
Potential, etc.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

(1) Has he read the article in ‘“The
West Australian” on the 27th June headed
“Government Will Test Bight's Fish
Potential”’?

(2) Is this survey being financed from
funds which were obtained from the sale
of the whaling station at Carnarvon?

(3) Will he press for a similar survey to
he made in the coastal waters of the
North-West coast?

(4) Was he aware that the catching of
fresh fish had declined and that the im-
ports of processed fish had increased?

(5) If so, what is the reason?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes, at the appropriate time.

{4) No. Imports of processed fish have
beenn Temarkably steady over the past
three years, as follows—1953-54, 2,592,000

ib.; 1954-55, 2,594,000 1b.; 1955-56,
2,586,000 1b.
Excluding Australian salmon, which

does not find its way into the fresh-fish
market, catches of scale fish for the past
three years have also been fairly stable,
viz. 1954, 4.9 million 1b,; 1855, 5.0 million
1b.; 1956, 5.0 million lb.

(5) See answer fo No. (4).

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
DEPARTMENT.

Cost of Installation of Supply Mainz io
Private Properties, ete.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) Is it the usual policy of the Metro-
politan Water Supply Department to ac-
cept from private firms or individuals, any
coniributions towards the cost of installing
water supply mains to their properties?

(2) If not, what were the special cir-
cumstances in the case of this being done
with the proprietors of High Wycombe at
Maida Vale?

(3} How many houses have been huilt
at High Wycombe?

(4) How many huilding blocks have
been sold at this subdivision?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> No.

(2) The proposition submitted by the
proprietors was considered to be reason-
able in view of the planned housing de-
velopment and its satisfactory revenue-
producing aspect. In addition, the pro-
posal provides for a substantial contribu-
tion f{owards the cost of a feeder main
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which, it is anticipated, will be extended
ultimately to serve the area beyond High
Wycombe.

(3) None as yet, but 11 houses will be
built as soon as water is made available,
and the erection of 50 houses is antici-
pated within one year.

(4) Thirty.

DRAINAGE.

Flooding of Bedford Park and
Morley Park.

~ Mr, QLDFIELD asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Does he intend taking steps to alle-
viate the flooding of areas of Bedford
Park and Morley Park affected by Brown’s
Lake?

(2) If so, will he inform the House
what is intended, and the extent and cost
of any proposed scheme?

(3) If any drainage scheme is proposed
when will it ke implemented?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes, as loan funds can be made
available.

(2) A scheme i8 being prepared for
drainage to the Swan River above Bays-
water. Full extent and cost are not yet
available,

(3) It is anticipated the design of the
scheme will be sufficiently advanced to
start construction later in this financial
year. The work would be spread over
several years according to the funds avail-
ahle.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
Eaton Area Comsumers.

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Minister
for Works:

What number of prospective consumers
are needed at Eaton to justify an exten-
sion of electricity to that area?

The MINISTER replied:

An extension will be justified when
there are 75 completed dwellings satis-
factorily grouped.

UNFAIR TRADING COMMISSION.
Staff, ete.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Will he—without giving individual
names—table a list of the classification
and salary of each of the staff employed
by the Unfair Trading Commissioner’s
organisation, and the occupations of each
of such officers during the period 1950-57?

{2) Are the services of any Government
Department, or agency, or any private per-
son or corganisation. used by the Unfair
Trading Commissioner and his organisa-
tion additional to the staff referred to in
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the snswer given to Hon. A. F. Griffith by
the Chief Secretary on the 9th July,
195779

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Adviser (part time), special allow-
ance of £285 per annum paid in addition
to classified salary:

Jan., 1950, to Nov., 1954, audit in-
spector; Nov., 1954, to Jan., 1957,
accountant, Crown Law Depart-
ment.

Investigation officer (Grade 1), salary
£1,252 per annum:

Jan., 1950, to July, 1852, section
leader, Prices Branch; July, 1952,
to June, 1953, storekeeper, own
account; July, 1953, to Jan., 1954,
investigation officer, Prices
Branch; Jan., 1954, to Jan., 1957,
accountant-secretary, bpurchasing
officer.

Investigation officer (Grade 2),
£1,117 per annum:

Jan., 1950, to Jan., 1954, investigation
officer, Prices Branch; Jan., 1954,
to April, 1955, hotel broker and
valuator, own account; April, 1955,
to Jan., 1956, out of the State;
Jan., 1956, to Jan. 1957, did not
resume business and was not en-
gaged in other employment.

Investigation officer, salary £1,057 per
annum:

Jan., 1950, to Sept., 1950, trainee min-
ing surveyor; Sept., 1950, fo Jan.,
1957, clerk, Public Service.

Typist, salary £569 per annum:

April, 1955, to Jan., 1957, typist, Public
Service.

(2) None except the engagement of a
court orderly and reporting staff to cover
proceedings at the inguiry in progress
Rntt_‘ier Section 29, Subsection (2} of the

ct.

Asgsistance has been received from two
senior accounting officers of the Public
Service who have been appointed advisers
for specific investigations, also from the
London Agency for the exchange of litera-
ture from authorities controlling similar
legislation in Great Britain, Eire, Canada,
South Africa and the United States of
America.

salary

LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Uniform General Building By-laws.

Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment.:

{1) When were the uniform general
building by-laws gazetted?

(2) Does this mean that the by-laws
become effective from thai date?

(3> If not, from what date do they be-
come effective?
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(4) Under what Act or power can the
Minister vary the date of the by-laws be-
coming effective once they have been
gazetted?

(5) Is there any appeal by local autho-
rities against accepting the by-laws as a
whole or in part?

(6) Were local authorities consulted in
regard to the drawing up of the by-laws?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:

(1) The 5th June, 1957.

(2) and (3) Yes. The Minister, how-
ever, agreed to allow local authorities to
use their own building by-laws until the
1st September, 19857, the object being to
assist those architects and other persons
who, at the 5th June, had designs partly
completed under the local authorities’
own by-laws.

(4) There is no specific power authoris-
ing the Minister to take this action, but
ét. was considered the sensible thing to

0.

(5) No.

(6) The Local Government Association
and the Country Municipal Councils As-
sociation each had a representative on
the committee which prepared and recom-
mended the uniform by-laws. These as-
sociations and many other bodies pressed
for gazettal of the by-laws.

CLAREMONT MENTAL HOSPITAL.,
Plans for Renovations, etc.

Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Have sketch plans for the remodel-
ling of the old kitchen area at the Clare-
mont Mental Hospital been completed?

(2) If so, is it intended to proceed with
this work and when?

(3) How many new sfock pots and
steamers have been installed during the
last six months in the kitchen?

(4) How many more are to be installed
and whent

(5) Is he aware of the condition of
the kitchen floor, roof and walls?

(6) Will action be taken to remedy
this?

(7Y When will the laundry be improved
and new machinery installed?

(8) Will showers he installed in the
men's No. 1 ward, as per my dquestion
of the 4th July?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.

(2) Punds have been provided for on
the draft loan estimates and if money
is available, work should commence this
finanecial year.

(3) Nil

(4) Six vegetable steamers, three stock
pots and three tilting pots are on order.

(5) Yes. .
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() Yes.

(7) Consideration is being given to the
construction of a new laundry. Mean-
time, existing facilities are being improved
and tenders for a new washing machine
are now heing invited.

(8) Yes.
COLLIE COAL.
Production of Metallurgical Coke, etc.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Industrial Development;

(1) Can he tell the House what pro-
gress has been made in the research
directed towards praoducing a metallurgi-
cal coke from Collie coal?

——— e

{2) What are the present obstacles to
be overcome in connection with the com-
mercial use of Collie coal for the purpose
of smelting iron ore?

(3} Is the Governmeni working in col-
laboration with BH.P. or are separate
investigations being pursued by BH.P.?

{4) What steps have been taken by the
Government to interest B.H.P. in the pro-
tc'luﬁtig’n of charcoal iron in Western Aus-
ralia?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> An excellent metallurgical coke has
been produced on pilot plant scale from
Collie coal, The process used has been
developed by our research workers, and as
it differs from accepted commercial pro-
cesses, it has been considered prudent to
obtain the consultative opinion of ae-
knowledged authorities. Lurgi Gesell-
schaft of Germany has accordingly heen
engaged to confirm our work, and to
report on the economics of commereial
coke production by our process. Lurgi's
report will he available in Oetober, 1957.

(2) There are believed to be no tech-
nical obstacles to the use of coke from
Collie coal to smelt iron ore. Any ob-
stacles are economie, deriving from the
cost of coal, the capital cost of a plant,
and the marketing of the products.

(3) The Government and BHP, are
making separate investigations into the
problem of coking Collie coal, along dif-
ferent technical lines, but there is full
exchange of information, regarding pro-
gress of research.

(4) B HP. has signified that it is not
interested in charcoal iron, The company
has, on a number of occasions in the past,
been asked to establish a fully integrated
iron and steel industry in this State but
has not been prepared to do so.

CHAMRBERLAIN INDUSTRIES.
Incentive Payments and Workers’
Efflciency.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Premier:

(1) Has he seen a report in the issue of
“The West Australian” dated the 13th°
July, where it stated that incentive pay
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began in January in most production de-
partments of Chamberlain Industries Ltd.,
and that this has largely influenced the
rise of about 25 per cent. in workers'
efficiency.

(2) Is this statement correct?

(3) If so, will he state whether the Gov-
ernment. proposes to examine the question
of applying an incentive scheme wherever
practicable throughout the whole field of
governmental activity?

The PREMIER replied:

I thank the Leader of the Opposition
for giving me a copy of his question. The
answers are as follows:—

{1) Yes.

(2) I have not had any opportunity to
check the accuracy of the report.

(3) This matter will receive considera-
tion.

CAR PARKING SCHEME.

fa) Narrows Reclamalion and Causeway
Area.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Can he give a time-table of when the
areas on the Narrows reclamation and the
western end of the Causeway will be ready
to hand over to the Perth City Council
for development as all-day car parks?

The MINISTER replied:

I thank the hon. member for giving me
a copy of his question, the answer to
which is “No.”

(b) Government’s Time-table.

Mr. COURT (without nofice) asked the
Minister for Works:

In view of the answer given by the
Minister to my previous question regard-
ing all-day car parks on the Narrows re-
clamation and the western end of the
Causeway, can he say when the Govern-
ment will be in & position to indicate a
time-table for those areas?

The MINISTER replied:

I would say that the programme for
reclaiming the area west of the Causeway
by dredging would depend on the avail-
ability of dredging plant which at present
is unpredictable. If the reclamation
becomes a pressing matter, then, at addi-
tional cost, the importation of fill may
be required. Within reasonable distance
of the river, however, imported fill is dif-
fleult to obfain. The Perth City Counecil
is at present extending reclamation by
dumping city waste.

So far as dredging is concerned on the
Narrows reclametion area, a schedule of
the completion of the work will need to
he timed on an overall basis. The hon.
member must appreciate that there is a
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number of factors which cannot he ac-
curately assessed at present. The depart-
ment will endeavour to speed up this very
necessary work as quickly as possible, hav-
ing regard to all the difficulties. But it
is quite an impossibility to set down at
this stage a programme that we could be
reasonably certain would be adhered to.

EDUCATION.
Printing of Deparimental Regulations.

Hon. A. F. WATTS (without notice)
asked the Minister for Education:

Is he aware that since the Education
Department regulations were last re-
printed there have been something like
225 amendments and additions and that
no fair copy is now available? In those
eircumstances, would he undertake to go
into the matter with a view to having
the regulations printed at a later date?

The MINISTER replied:
Certainly.

AGRICULTURE,
Fodder Conservation.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Was it correctly reported that a
recomimendation was made from the Agri-
cultural Council to State Governments
that they embark on an increased fodder
conservation programme?

(2) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to take any action in the matter?

(3) If s0, will he give details to the
House?

The MINISTER replied:

The report is substantially correct be-
cause the Agricultural Council at its last
meeting viewed with a good deal of con-
cern the drift in the matter of the con-
servation of fodder throughout the whole
of the Commonwealth. Both the Common-
wealth Government and the State Depart-
ments of Agriculture are, at the moment,
considering ways and means of encourag-
ing farmers to overcome that situation. In
Western Australia, as members know, a
hay-baling scheme has been initiated with
considerable success. There are prospects
of further advancement along those lines
with another type of machine, which has
not yet beent put to the Government but
will be in the near future. I think that all
States are endeavouring to follow a line in
order to encourage the greater conserva-
tion of fodder.

TRAFFIC.
Roadworthiness of Country Vehicles.

Mr. CORNELL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Police;

Can he say whether the statement
allegedly made by the Acting Commis-
sioner for Police to the effect that 60 per
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cent. of motor-vehicles registered outside
the metropolitan area were unroadworthy,
was in fact made by the Acting Commis-
sioner?

The MINISTER replied:

I wish the hen. member had given notice
of this question as I might then have been
able fo give & more accurate reply. I
understand the actual position is that a
reference was made to the fact that 60 per
cent. of country vehicles being licensed in
the metropolitan area were shown to have
defects, but I am not sure whether the
statement was made by the Acting .Com-
missioner for Police, or a magistrate who
had heard a traffic case.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Nalder, leave of ab-
sence for three weeks granted to Hon. L.
Thorn (Toodyay) on the ground of urgent
private business.

On motion by Mr. May, leave of absence
for three weeks granted to Mr. Rodoreda
(Pilbara) on the ground of urgent public
business,

ADpRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the 11th July.

MRE. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [53]: I would
like to take this opportunity to say how
pleased I am to add my remarks to those
made by the member for Canning in mov-
ing the adoption of the Address-in-reply
to the Speech which His Excellency the
Governor was good enough to deliver to
members of both Houses of Parliament,
when opening the preseni session. In
addition, I would also like to be a litfle
parochial and add a few words relating to
matters of benefit not only to the Gold-
fields, but Western Australia as a whole.
First I shall speak on decentralisation.

The voice of decentralisation has called
in the past, but the voice has been tanta-
mount to one erying out in the wilderness.
The time has come when this feeble voice
must be given a much greater reception
and much more positive action must be
taken to see that the principle of decen-
tralisation is implemented, and that prac-
tical action is taken so that evidence can
be apparent that decentralisation is being
carried out. Perhaps I can be accused of
being parochial when I speak of the urgent
need for decentralisation on the Eastern
Goldfields.

As we all know, the Eastern Goldfields
are, and have been for many years—if
not always—completely dependent upon
the production of gold, We know also
that the State of Western Australia had
cause, in its infancy, to be very much in
debt to the goldmining industry. I would
like to emphasise that the people of the
Goldfields believe that that portion of the

JAdministering the State.
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State has never been fully repaid by
Western Australia as a whole. Therefore,
I urge that the need for decentralisation
on the Eastern Goldfields be given due
recognition by people who are responsible
not only today but who will he in future
I know that
decentralisation on the Goldfields is, un-
fortunately, more difficult of accomplish-
ment than decentralisation elsewhere in
this State, particularly in the southern
areas.

On the Goldfields where we have gold
to be won—we have a lot of goid still to be
found—we have difficulty with our water
supply, as water has to be pumped to those
areas and therefore, no industry which
might be contemplated for those areas can
te one which will be a water-consuming
undertaking, which makes consideration
very gifficult indeed.

Last year, I had reason to believe that
the Commonwealth Government was par-
ticularly interested in furthering develop-
ment and was contemplating the estab-
lishment of a clothing factory for the pur-
bose of manufacturing articles of clothing
for the armed forces. I took action
through the Federal representative for the
Kalgoorlie electorate to place my views
kefore the Minister for Supply. While I
admit we were given a sympathetic hear-
ing, the sympathy did not extend so far as
for the Commonwealth to say that it
would investigate the possibilities of Kal-
goorlie, and eventually the factory was
established somewhere else in another
State. Some people have advocated the
establishment of a small arms factory on
the EBEastern Goldfields. I helieve that is
a possibility which could he taken into
consideration.

I realise that decentralisation is some-
thing which no one State Government,
particularly the Government of Western
Australia, should be solely responsible for.
However, I do bhelieve from our national
point of view—the welfare of our conti-
nent—the Commonwealth Government
must, irrespective of political colour,
recognise its responsibility. Therefore,
I take this opportunity to wurge the
Commonweglth to consider the grave
necessity for decentralisation in Western
Australia, and, particularly, in the Eastern
Goldfields where the main source of exist-
ence is the produciion of gold.

As I believe some pecple in Kalgoorlie
read my speeches, T would take this oppor-
tunity to urge them to really appreciate
that we do have a few small industries
established in Kalgoorlie. They are small
and few in number. The people of the
Goldfields not only buy and support West-
ern Austratian products, but they also sup-
port their few loecal industries. For the
benefit of the House I would point out
that we have a pickle factory, three furni-
ture factories—very small ones—and a
brewery which produces very good beer.
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I also believe there are two engineering
works, one of which produces a certain
type of pump—I will not mention the name
of the pump—which is world famous.
Thetre is another manufacturer at Kalgoor-
lie who produces a road sweeping broom
and this particular brecom is unique as I
understand it has a market right through-
out Australia and consignments of it have
even been exported to Burma under the
Colombo Plan. The inventor’'s name is
Tom Keogh; he is also concerned in the
development of Esperance and I think the
Minister would comumend him.

The Minister for Health: He is a pro-
gressive gentleman.

The Premier: Are you talking about me?

Mr. EVANS: I would like now to touch
on another subject—the problem of inter-
state hauling. I listened with interest one
evening last week when the Leader of the
Country Party touched on the subject.
This is a problem which must be faced
up to if we are going to accept our re-
sponsibilities, In Kalgoorlie we see daily
evidence of this form of transport when
these large trucks are run off flat-top rail-
way trucks at Parkeston fully laden to
commence their journey to Perth. They
come from the Eastern States and are run
on to the flat-top railway trucks at Port
Augusia. They leave the fat-tops fully
laden and take to the read.

These hauliers contribute nothing in the
way of licence fees to this State, and if
they are diesel powered, we get nothing
back from petrol tax. We know that Sec-
tion 92 was inserted by the sage fathers
of the Commonwealth Constitution in the
early days, but I believe the time has come
when we must take realistic action to see
that Section 92 can be circumvented. The
Leader of the Country Party, in answer
to an interjection by me, mentioned that
Acts are passed in the States which, on the
surface, would seem to be in contravention
of Section 82, He also mentioned that
fruit from the Eastern States is quaran-
tined in Western Australia. On the surface
there does appear to be a means whereby
Section 92 can at least be challenged on
these grounds, and I would like to lay the
suggestion before the present Government.

I commend the Government on its con-
templated introduction of legislation fo
amend the Child Welfare Act. I spoke on
this matter when I made my first speech in
this Chamber last year as I realised then,
as most members do, that amendment of
that statute is urgently needed. At the
present time the case against a person
charged with a serious crime relating to a
child is heard in camera before a magis-
trate and that person is denied the right
of trial by jury. Yet someone can commit
a trivial offence of another kind and can
ask for trial by jury. I congratulate the
Government on seeing the urgent need for
this amendment and ifs intention to bring
it down this session. I would like to assure
it of one vote at any rate.
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Another subject I will touch upon is
one that is dear to the hearts of the people
of the Goldfields and also to workers
throughout Australia; I refer to the case
for long service leave. I know that this
particular subject presents a lot of difficul-
ties. But I do appeal to the Government
to endeavour in the early stages of this
session to get something on to our statute
book. Then, as time goes on, let us try
to roll out these difficulties that confront
us. Do not let them mount up and make
a hurdle before we gain momentum.
Let us pget something on to the statute
book and then try to iron out the diffi-
culties; because I believe this is something
workers in Western Australia have de-
served for many a long year, and they
should not be denied long-service leave
any longer.

To conclude, I would like to mention
that people whose existence depenhds upon
the continuance of the goldmining in-
dustry anticipate and are hopeful that
the Commonwealth Government, when it
presents its Budget later this year, will
realise the hecessity for paying an in-
creased subsidy for the production of gold
in this State. We Eknow that the vrice
of gold has really not increased since
the 1930's. All other costs—the cost of
production, the cost of chemicals, and so
on—have soared sky high, but the price
of gold has remained static. I believe
that in 1948, while the late Mr. J. B.
Chifley was Prime Minister, the £ sterling
was devalued in relation to the American
dollar. The result was that nominally
the price of gold was increased, but in
relation to the value of the American
dollar it did not increase at all

That situation gave a boost to the gold-
mining industry, but any boost given at
that time—a matter of nine years ago—
has been completely swallowed by rising
costs and other difficulties connected with
the industry. I would like to quote from
the presidential report in the proceedings
of the annual general meeting of the
Chamber of Mines in Western Australia,
which was held at Kalgoorlie on the 28th
May, This is part of the report—

It is obvious to all_connected with
goldmining that if costs continue to
rise as at present so the minimum
grade of orsa which can profitably be
treated must also rise. The result
of this is that large tonnages of low
grade ore confaining considerable
quantities of gold are being, and will
continue to be left in the ground and
not recovered. Further than this such
gold as is by-passed will not be re-
coverable in the future.

It would surely seem that the sound,
long-term policy of the Common-
wealth Government would be one that
would ensure the greatesl possible
quantity of this national asset being
removed from the ground and con-
verted to the benefit of the national
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economy. In the goldmining industry
we are dealing with a wasting asset
and if, as I believe, it is the Govern-
ment’s policy to assist goldmines to
produce as much gold as possible
during their existence, then any assist-
ance towards this end must be avail-
able to the industry before it reaches
the stage of early exhaustion.

I am not unmindful of the assist-
ance which the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is already giving to the
goldmining industry, and am also not
unmindful of the necessity for in-
creased assistance through the gold
subsidy which has been requested to
meet the case of certain marginal
mines. I support these applications
entirely. It does, however, occur to
me, and I think there is little room for
argument, that assuming the Govern-
ment's policy is that as much gold as
possible should be produced during the
lifetime of the industry, it is well
worth consideration by the Common-
wealth Government that a straightout
bounty of so much per ounce should
be paid to all gold producers, while at
the same time continuing the subsidy
to marginal mines. The overall cost
to the Commonwealth Government
would not be excessive compared with
assistance which has been given in the
past to other primary industries and
would result undoubtedly in the pro-
duction of much gold which would
otherwise remain in the ground and
thus be lost for all time to the Aus-
tralian economy.

With that quotation, I conclude my contri-
bution to the Address-in-reply debate.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [5.20]1: I in-
tend to take this opportunity to discuss
some matters which I believe are of im-
portance. I was particularly interested in
that portion of His Excellency’s Speech
which stated that rail services on some
branch lines have been suspended for a
trial period of alternative road transport.
I think the inclusion of that paragraph
in the Speech is 0f considerable import-.
ance. It shows that the Government is
having a second thought with reference fo
this matter of closing lines in this large
State of Weslern Australia—a State com-
prising nearly 1,000,000 square miies; a
State that has only 300,000 people living
outside the metropolitan area; a State
where there is possibly more potential for
development than anywhere else in the
warld.

Here we have, by a large majority of
the members of both Houses of Parliament,
decided on a poliey of contraction; g policy
of despair; 2 policy which tells our own
people and the rest of the people of Aus-
tralia, and people we want to attract from
all over the world that there is no future
in this country; that their money had
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better be sent somewhere else. To me this
paragraph has a great deal of significance;
and I believe the time will corne—and I do
not think it is very far distant—when these
rail services will be restored and there will
he .an inquiry into each individual line
which has been closed, to ascertain the
needs of the district concerned and its
potential. ’

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It looks as though
we will have two or three speeches on
railways.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not intend to have
any more to say about rail closures to-
night, There wil] be another opportunity
when there will be no restraint and one
will be able to devote the whole of the
time allotted to discuss that matter.

Next, I would like to talk about the
collection of traffic licences by the police.
We had some questions about that matter
this afternoon. People in the country are
incensed that the statement should have
been made that six out of 10 cars in coun-
try districts—apparently the Minister for
Police has clarified that this afterncon—
were unroadworthy. It is not factual,

The Minister for Transport: The state-
ment was never made,

Mr. ACKLAND: We have that in an
answer ito a question. But the peaple
read that that was the position. I am
convinced that there is a bigger percent-
age of unroadworthy motor-vehicles re-
gistered by the police in the metropolitan
area in Perth than is the case in the
country districts of this State.

The Minister for Transport: No.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Yes; the farmers
all have large, beautiful cars,

Mr. ACKLAND: Let the hon. memhber
make his speech presently, and I promise
him I will not interject.

Hon. J. B. SBleeman: You could not help
doing so.

Mr. ACKLAND: Since I found that road
boards in my electorate were per-
turbed about this matter, I got in
touch with friends of mine in the
metropolitan area who have head
motorcars for many years. I rang
one last night. He told me he bhought
his first car in 1912; it was one of the
very first cars licensed in Western Aus-
tralia. Since then he has had six other
cars, making seven in all. The last one
he bought 19 vears ago; and since the
first time that he took a car to the police,
they have automatically licensed every
vehicle he has had. 'This man is over 80
years of age.

The Minister for Transport: What do
you mean by “automatically'?

Mr. ACKLAND: He has simply sent in
the licence money and the forms and the
cars have been licensed. He is an honour-
able man and would not have said that if
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it had not happened. For 19 years the car
he has at present has been on the road.
I will admii that it is thoroughly road-
worthy, but it has never been inspected
by a police officer in the Traffic Control
Branch. I contend that the road board
secretaries and f{raffic officers in country
districts have a much better chance of
checking vehicles than the police have in
Perth today. Some of the boards in my
electorate have been so interested that
they have written to me about this matter,
and I have letters here from three of them.
One from the Dalwallinu Road Board
reads—

I refer to a statement from & report
received regarding unroadworthy
motor-vehicles in country areas. This
report stated that six out of every
ten country vehicles would not receive
a licence in the mefropolitan area.

Apparently that is not gquite factual,

The statement is misleading and
contrary to faets as far as the Dal-
wallinu Road District is concerned

. . . The licensing and control of
mot.or-vehicles by a central authority
would be less efficient and more costly
than that now operating in Dalwal-
linu, where a full-time inspector is
employed.

The administrative costs of all traf-
fic work in this area was just over
4 per cent for the year ended
30/6/586.

I happen to know that is the position at
Dalwallinu. I have also a letter from the
Moora Road Board, in which the secre-
tary states—

My hoard considers that any change
in the present system is not war-
ranfed. With reference to the em-
ployment of an inspector for the pur-
pose of policing the Act, I have to
advise that my board employs an in-
spector whose dufies also include that
of health inspector.

When 1 spoke to the secretary. he advised
me that the cost of administering traffic
Heence collections in Moora was a little
less than 3 per cent.

I have another letter here from the
Goomalling Road Board which is rather
lengthy. The board gives several points,
six of which, in his opinion, prove how
much more effectively the licensing of
vehicles is carried out in Goomalling than
it could he if it were done by the police
anywhere—in Goomalling or in Perth.
The secretary goes on to say that the
police in Perth collect 10 per cent. of the
traffic fees. I understand 20 per cent. is
spent by the Main Roads Department—
and he tells me their costs are less than
5 per cent.—and the rest of the money
is spent on the roads in the district.

The Minister for Transport: That 10
per cent. is not only collections; it covers
the cost of enforcement as well.
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Mr. ACKLAND: I was told by Mr.
Lindsay, of the Local Government De-
partment that the police retain 10 per
cent. and that another 20 per cent. is re-
tained to be spent by the Main Roads
Department out of all eollections in the
city, and that the balance is refunded to
lacal authorities.

There is another matter in connection
with licences with which I wish to deal.
I want to ask the Government te give
consideration to altering the licence forms
introduced this year. I went, as I usually
do, to Wongan Hills to renew my driver's
licence but was advised that I should
apbly by letier to the Traffic Branch in
Perth. I wrote to the Traffic Branch,
enclosing my money and I have in my
hand the licence I received in return in-
stead of the type of licence to which we
have all been accustomed and which
has proved so useful over the years, I
have here alse that old form of licence,
which was a satisfactory document to
carry about and easily produced when,
required. In the United Kingdom the form
of licence is similar, and both of these
are almost identical with the licences is-
sued in the other States of Australia. I
believe that before 12 months have
expired, this new form of licence will be
dog-eared and almost illegible and that
in most instances the owners of such
licences will not be able to produce them
owing to the state they will be in.

Mr. Nalder: A man will not be able to
produce his licence if it goes through the
washing machine.

Mr. ACKLAND: And that is likely, too.
I suggest that the practice of issuing this
new form of licence be discontinued.

The Minister for Transport: It is not
likely to be.

Mr. ACKLAND: I hope this is not an
indication of what we can expect if the
Minister carries on with his idea of licens-
ing vehicles in the metropolitan area, with
no more supervision than there was in
regard to the issuing of this licence to
me—a letter forwarded containing the
money and this thing returned to me by
post. It is not nearly as good as the pre-
vious system.

The Minister for Transport: What do
you mean by “this thing”? You received
notification that your licence was due for
renewal and now you have it.

Mr. ACKLAND: I repeat that in 90 per
cent. of instances this form of licence will
be illegible at the end of six months.

The Minister for Transport: Why?

Mr. ACKLAND: Because it will be qQiffi-
cult to retain it in a state reasonable for
presentation.

The Minister for Transport: Of course
not. I have papers of much lighter quality
that I have carried in my wallet for years.
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Mr. ACKLAND: We know what a mar-
vel the Minister is.

The Minister for Transport: And we all
know what a no-hoper you are.

Mr. ACKLAND: Members will have
noticed in the Press that as from the 1st
July the price of rock phosphate in Aus-
tralia has been increased by 13s. 6d. per
ton, and it would appear that that in-
crease has been brought about by an
undertaking which the Eritish Govern-
ment gave to the Government of Singa-
pore. Members know that Singapore is
shortly to have self government and the
Australian Minister for External Affairs,
Mr. Casey, confirmed, under the authority
of the Commonwealth Govermment, that
the British Government was to give
20,000,000 Straits dollars te the Govern-
ment of Singapore, which was to lose the
control of, and royalties from, the super-
phosphate from Christmas Island. Christ-
mas Island was to be handed over to the
Australian Government and so the Brilish
CGovernment, in its generosity, decided
that it would make a grant of 20,000,000
Straits dollars, representing £2,925,000, to
the Government of Malaya.

It was further agreed that the Govern-
ments of Australia and New Zealand
should reimburse that money to the
United Kingdom and so we find today
that 13s. 6d. per ton is to be added to the
cost of phosphates throughout the Com-
monwealth in order that the British Gov-
ernment, in the first instance, and the
Commonwealth Government, in the second
instance, may make a present to the new
Government of Malaya on behalf of all
those in Australin who use superphos-
phate. I think the Minister for Agricul-
ture should lock into this matter and see
whether this 13s, 6d. additional cost per
ton is to be a gift—as T am informed it
is—from the Australian users of super-
phosphate to the Government of Malaya.

I am sorry the Premier is not in his
seat as I wish now to refer to the gues-
tion of some clerical assistance heing pro-
vided for the Leader of the Country Party.
The Country Party has 16 members, In
both Houses of Parliament, and there are
20 members of the official Opposition, the
Liberal Party. The Leader of the Liberal
Party has office accommodation of a sort
in this building, not the best I admit, but
the best that the House Committee can
provide for the time being, and he has
also a secretary and a typist. I have no
complaint whatever with that as I believe
the leaders of the wvarious parties need
clerical assistance if they are to perform
their duties in a reasonable manner.

While agreeing entirely that the official
Opposition Leader should have accommo-
dation and a secretary and typist provided
for him, I believe that, in all fairness to
the Leader of the Country Party, he should
be supplied with some permanent assist-
ance. At present he has a typist who comes
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here twice a week from one of the Gov-
ernment departients, but it is not a ber-
manent position in the case of the Leader
of the Country Party. He is as busy as
any other party leader in this House.
Not only has he a tremendous amount of
correspondence which must be atfended
to but also, on occasions, he has to spend
many hours in research to find information
which he believes it is necessary to obtain
for people in the country or for Country
Party members,

So I ask the Government to approve of
the Leader of the Country Party being
supplied with one permanent assistant;
somebody who would be a combined secre-
tary and stenographer and whose position
would be sufficiently permanent as to en-
able the person concerned to become ac-
gquainted with the work and give satisfac-
tory service. No one, working for the
Leader of the Country Party on two days
per week only, could give the work the
necessary attention or take the interest
in it that the position warrants.

I would be obliged if the Minister for
Agriculture would give his attention to the
question of the staff at the State Veterinary
Laboratories. In Western Australia we
have Dr. Bennetts, who is renowned all
over the world, and particularly in Aus-
tralia, for the wonderful work he has done
in the veterinary branch of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in this State. He has
saved the sheep growers of this country
milliens of pounds by his investigations
into sheep diseases.

Quite recently, when there was a veter-
inary conference in this State he was hon-
oured by having conferred on him some
degree or decoration—I am not certain
what it was—in recognition of the service
he has given in the veterinary field. He
is nearing the retiring age and at present
he has only one junior assistant in his de-
partment. I believe that when he reaches
the age of 60 he will leave the department
owing to the unsatisfactory state of affairs
with which he finds himself confronted.

The Government built a laboratory at
Hollywood, which I understand is ideally
suited for the purpose for which it was
erected—to conduct experiments and re-
search into veterinary matters—and I
believe it was commented on most favour-
ably by certain people who visited this
State quite recently. We find that it is
now going to be used by the Eduecation
Department and incorporated in a second-
ary education school in Hollywood. I am
advised by the architects that a great deal
of it will have to be pulled down and re-
modelled as the rooms are not sufficiently
large to be used as classrooms, I am
infermed that only one of the rooms will
remain as it is today.

The Minister for Agriculture: Dr. Ben-
netts and his staff will be housed under
equally good conditions at South Perth.
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Mr. ACKLAND: I will deal with that
presently because I know that his branch
of wveterinary work is very closely allied
to the university, the mediecal school, the
cancer clinic which the Commonwealth
Government is at present building at Holly-
wood and with the Bureau of Agriculture
at the university, yet he is to be taken
away from close contact with the people
with whom he has heen working in such
close collaboration. I think that moving
htim to South Perth is a very backward
step.

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not
think so.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not think the Min-
ister knows much about the matter because
I have discussed this question with men
far more competent in regard to it than
either he or I, I would draw the Minis-
ter’s attention to the fact that in this
State in this particular category we have
only one qualified man—Dr, Bennetts—and
one junior assistant, while in South Aus-
tralia there are four gualified men occupy-
ing much the same position and having
similar qualifications to those of Dr. Ben-
hetts. In that State there is a senior vet-
erinary man and three assistants of ‘he
same calibre, while the director of the
whole institute is himself a medical man.
In Victoria there is a staff of four, a direc-
tor, two senior veterinary research officers
and a junior veterinary research officer.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
know where we could get the staff?

Mr. ACKLAND: If the Minister provided
for them the necessary money, they would
come, He will not get anyone for the
salary he is offering for this job. In New
South Wales there are nine officers in the
veterinary branch,

The Minister for Agriculture: The sal-
aries paid to our officers have been
brought almost into line with those paid
to officers in other parts of the Common-
wealth.

-Mr., ACKLAND: The salaries are not in
line today. How long is it since the de-
pariment called for applications from
trained men?

The Minister for Agriculture: We can-
not obtain the services of these officers.
We cannot get them, but we badly need
them.

Mr. ACKLAND: Does the Minister khow
by how much the salary being offered by
his department to trained officers is less
than the salaries being offered by similar
departments in other States?

The Minister for Agriculture:
know.

Mr. ACKLAND: In Gueensiand there are
8ix officers employed, whereas there is only
one qualified man in this State. I am
very sorry to see the Minister leaving his
seat. Again, in Tasmania, which is so
much smaller than Western Australia, we

Yes, I

203

find that there are three veterinary offi-
cers appointed who are qualified to carry
out the necessary work,

Mr. Potter: If we closed a few more
railway lines, we probably would have the
money to appoint more officers.

Mr. ACKLAND: Western Australia is
very much in need of research officers of
a type similar to Dr. Benhetts. He has
spent a lifetime on research in this State
and he has given excellent service. He is
now reaching retiring age but there is no
one to whom he can hand his mantle. It
would be a fragedy and something which
Governments could never live down if all
the results of the work he has performed
in this branch were lost to the State and
the rest of the world as well.

I now want to speak on the export of
flour frormn Australia, I have here a re-
port which has been prepared by the Flour
Millers Asseciation of Australia. I de not
intend to read a great deal of it. but there
are some references in it to which I would
like to draw the attention of the House
hecause the flourmilling industry in Aus-
tralia is in a very unsatisfactory position.
Australia is now being undercut by the
United States of America, Canada and
France because of the payment of subsi-
dies by those countries to millers in order
that they may compete in overseas mar-
kets. The object of this report is—

To maintain the maximum export
of Australian wheat as flour in Aus-
tralia’s natural markets in the face
of unfair subsidised flour exports
from all Australia’s competitor ecoun-
tries (U.8.A., PFrance and Canada).

There is no doubt that Australia is losing
its flour trade. A review of Australia's
present flour markets reveals that—

In 1955-56 the Australian flour-
milling industry was currently the
medium through which the Australian
wheat farmer disposed of some 68
million bushels of wheat in the forin
of flour consumed in Australia and
flour exported overseas, In that year
the industry milled approximately 1%
million short tons of flour of which
some 820,000 short tons was consumed
in Australia and some 680,000 short
tons was exported. In addition, over
580,000 tons of offal was produced and
used almost exclusively by Australian
primary industry.

That was used to assist the dairying.
poultry and pig indusiries throughout
Australia. I would also pecint out that
there are nearly 150 mills throughout Aus-
tralia directly employing over 4,500 people.
Today, however, we find that the industiry
is falling into a very bad state and that
flourmilling representatives are asking for
some assistance by way of subsidy. Up to
date, the whole of the assistance has not
come from the Australian people, but has
been given by way of a subsidy from the
wheatgrowing industry itself.
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Continuing to quote from this report—
Australia shipped " approximately
70,000 long tons of flour to the United
Kingdom in 1956, compared with an
average for five years prior to the war
of over 140,000 short tons; a loss of
50 per cent. as the result of the sub-
sidies which had been paid by other
countries to their flour millers.
Ceylon has always been recognised as the
natural outlet for Australian flour but
Australia is now losing her trade to that
country because of the payment of subsi-
dies by France, Canada and the United
States of America to their millers. The
report also states—

We are advised that, concwrrent
with our present contract of 50,000
tons for shipment January to May,
195%, Prance has to deliver hy the end
of May 40,000 tons purchased last
December. It should be noted that
this French sale was made despite the
fact that France had a very poor
harvest and found it necessary to im-
port substantial quantities of wheat.

As can be seen from that report, France
found it necessary to import her wheat
which was later exported from that
country in the form of flour. A great deal
of the flour she did export went fto
Colombo. The costs are, the important
factor. It has been found that France can
charter its flour ships, which sail around
the Cape of Good Hope—or did until the
Suez Canal was re-opened—at a current
freight rate of 105s. from French ports,
whereas the freight rate from Australian
ports is 155s.

The position is much the same in South
East Asia. In Malaya, which was another
recognised outlet for our wheat, it is found
that last year France got a toe-hold on
the market in that couniry and exported
approximately 20,000 tons of flour fo
Malaya in the first year of subsidised sell-
ing—at Australia’s expense, I think the
report is far too long to deal with it in any
detail, but I would like to point ouf that
this report by the Flourmillers Association
of Australia also contains the following:—

Competitor Subsidies.

(1) U.S. Government support rate
on flour to all destinations from west
coast is fixed at 216 cents per bushel
to the 14th August, 1957 (Chicago
market-—May approximate 224 cents
per bushel).

(2) Canadian Wheat Board subsidy
since the lst March on all exports of
flour from Pacific ports is 8 cents per
bushel.

(3) The extent to which French
flour is subsidised is not fully known,
but it can bhe safely assumed that
French subsidies are, and are likely,
to continue to be of a greater extent
at least than the Canadian subsidies.
and possibly even greater than the U.S.
subsidies.
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The United States of America is under-
cutting Australia in the Indian market in
both wheat and flour sales. At the present
time, she is selling wheat to India on 40
years terms at 3 per cent. interest. France
has stated that she will undersell Australia
on the United Kingdom market and at
present that country is paying a subsidy of
1s. 1d. a bushel on all wheat exported to
the U.K. The Australian Wheat Board
has been selling wheat to the Australian
flourmillers at a price as low as 1s, 2d.
helow the present overseas price, which is
well under the cost of production.

The statement issued by the Australian
Wheat Board, for a period up to the be-
ginning of this year, shows that 52,257,000
bushels of wheat were sold, as wheat, at
13s. 2.6d. a bushel and during the same
period the Australian Wheat Board sold to
the flourmilling industry 20,500,000 bushels
of wheat at 12s, 2.9d. per bushel, a discount
of 11s, 7d. For the whole period, which
lasted only a few months—up until the
end of April, this year, and this report
only covers that period—we find that the
Australian wheat grower has contributed to
the milling industry a little over £1,000,000,
which has made it possible for the indus-
try to continue and for the flourmilling
employees to be kept in work.

During this period, however, the price of
wheat has been steadily declining. The
price of Australian wheat f.0.b. on the lst
January, 1957, was 13s. 9d.; on the 5th
February, 1957, it was 13s. 3d,, and on the
15th March, 1957, it was 13s. 3d.; on the
12th April it was 12s. 7d., and on the 23rd
April, it was 123. 11d., and we Know that
the cost of producing it is 13s. 8d.

I wish to point ouf to the Government
the position in which the wheat industry
finds itself today. Those farmers who have
been growing wheat in the areas at the
extremities of the lines now subject to rail
closures will find that they will have to
pay extrs freight costs representing ls, 8d.
a bushel in the new scheme of things. If
the Government of Western Australia is
anxious to ensure that this indusiry wilt
continue to exist, it is not going the right
way about it. In my opinion, the people
in those areas affected by the rail closures
will have to get out of the industry.

Personally, I would like to make com-
parisons of the costs of running the com-
monwealth railway services and the State
Government raflway services respectively.
At various times, in this House and
through the Press, I have compared
the administration cost of the Rail-
ways Commission and the Midland Railway
Co., much to the detriment of the State
Government railway service, However,
apologists for the Government, particularly
the Minister for Railways, Hon. H. C.
Strickland, M.L.C., have stated that this
was a most unjust comparison; that it
should not be used and that there was no
argument in favour of it. I would like to
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tell the House, however, that the Commeon-
wealth railway service is conducting its rail
system at a profit and I would point out
that that system is serving some of the
most sparsely populated parts of Australia.

That rail service 1s being conducted
furthermore, in direct opposition to road
transport and it is driving hauliers off the
road. There is nothing like the guantity
of goods being brought into this State by
road transport as there was previously
because the Commonwealth Government
Railways have gone all out to compete
successfully against road transport. It is
found that for every 20s. the Common-
wealth Government railways has earned,
8s. 8d. has been spent on salaries, wages
and allowances. However, for every
20s. earned by the Western Australia Gov-
ernment railways, 18s. 4d. has bheen spent
on salaries, wages and allowances, leaving
only 1s. 8d. to cover all other expenses.
We find that after making provision for
the cost of caal, fuel oil, materials, other
stores and sundry expenses and wages, a
profit of 6s. 8d. was made for every £1
earned.

It has been said that there has been no
alternative proposition put up with refer-
ence to the railways in this State. No one
knows what is going to come out of the
report to be made by the Royal Commis-
sioner, Mr. Smith in due course, but I think
it is common knowledge that the rail-
way administration in this State is shock-
ing. If administration is shocking at the
top, it is no wonder that we find those
lower down in office are not doing a good
job. I have been over every railway line
in this State that is covered by the 842
miles of line under consideration, and
have come back convinced we have no
right to sacrifice the people dependent on
those lines so as to retain maladministra-
tion on the part of the Railways Commis-
sion.

We are aware of what happened in
Chamberlain Industries recently. The
Government claimed that that was not a
Government instrumentality. In one way
it might be right, but in another it is
entirely wrong hecause it was Government
money that was put into that undertaking.
We also find that a number of those on
the directorate hold some, or have held
some position in the Government service.
Yet we find that the directorate has re-
duced the staff by nearly 30 per cent.; it
has adopted a system of incentive pay-
ment and has increased production by 25
per cent.

The system of incentive payment can be
adopted by the Railways Commission and
the department could make it worth while
for train crews to run on time. If
desired, a time-table could be worked out
in conjunction with the drivers and fire-
men’s union so that an understanding
could be arrived at as to how long it takes
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a train to travel from one point to another
Instead of the department paying over-
time, it should ask for an explanation
when overtime is claimed.

An ineentive system could be applied to
train crews which, over a long period, run
trains on time. Under those circumstances.
the Railway Department would at least.
meet its working expenses. The Common-
wealth railways made more than £1,500,000
profit last vear, that is the excess of earn-
ings over working expenses. We know the
sorry plight of the railways in this State.
I do not for one moment suggest that any
State railway system can be expected to
aoperate effectively and to give service, and
at the same time to meet sinking fund and.
interest charges, but if the Commonwealth
Railways can give such a good perform--
ance, so can the State.

Recently during the mushroom season,.
the whole train crew when between Tood-
yvay and Bolgart went mushrooming. The
train is reported to have stood by for over
an hour awaiting the return of ¢this.
expedition.

Mr. Potter: Probably it was waiting for
loading.

Mr. ACKLAND: This happened between
stations where the mushrooms were grow-
ing very profusely. If these men had to
give an explanation at Bolgart or at the
end of the journey for the overtime, the-
incident might not have happened. I
know of other incidents which occurred
at Miling and Bonnie Rock on unattended.
stations where the employees enter their
times on the sheets provided or do so over
the telephone. Those men bragged about-
what they did. Often they go off for a.
bath, have a meal, have a few drinks and
a game of darts before saying “We must-
go down and sign off.”

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I think you are-
stretching that a hit.

Mr, ACKLAND: I am not. The railways:
can be made to pay in this State. I be-
lieve that the services which have been.
suspended, will “be reinstated. I have:-
enough faith in the Premier to believe that
he will put the interests of Western Aus-
tralia. first. I believe that the Premier—-
I am not looking at the Minister for
Transport—will restore the services which
should be restored. I do not say that every-
line should be re-opened without an ine-
quiry. I believe that in one or two cases:
the people served by the lines concerned
will not want them restored, but the
people will want restoration of the-
majority of lines.

Mr. Andrew: Yet they will not patronise-
the lines.

Mr. ACKLAND: They will, if given the-
opportunity., Let me relate this personal.
incident. A farming implemeni was
broken on my property three or four days:
before one harvest season ended. Request-
for a new part was immediately made by
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telephone. When it was delivered to the
station there was plenty of time for it
to be placed on the train that same even-
ing. When it did not arrive the following
morning another telephone call was made
and the suppliers of the part were abused
for failing to send it., The suppliers as-
serted it had been seni, so a request was
made for another spare to be despatched
by Midland bus. This resulted in a trip
of more than 25 miles by road from my
farm to meet the Midland bus. The trip
was made, the part was picked up and
fitted to the implement, and the harvest
was finished before the part that had been
sent by train arrived at Wongan Hills
station.

I would like tc emphasise this point.
There are many men living between the
Midland railway line and the Government
line who will not patrenise the Govern-
ment service because they can get better
service from the Midland Railway Co.
They send their wool and other produce
over the Midland railway line because they
know that they can expect to get a truck
when it is ordered. They also know that
when they order super., it will be sent
on time, and they will not have to make
up to 12 trips, as some people have done,
to the Government railway line to ascer-
tain if the super, is there, In the case
of the Government line, if a farmer should
happen to miss going to the station one
day and his goods have arrived, he is
charged demurrage.

In conclusion I would like to say this to
the Minister for Transport: I and hun-
dreds of other farmers in this State would
use the Government railways exclusively
if a reliable service were given.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Your Government
did not make exclusive use of the railways.
It subsidised the road cartage of super-
phesphate.

Mr. ACKLAND: I know that, but do
not forget that Mr. Hall, one of the Rail-
way Commissioners, advocated the closing
of the lines under discussion when my
Government was in office. When Ministers
made a trip to inspect some land settle-
ment scheme, he got as many of them
together as possible and preached this
gospel of closing the lines. I am sorry to
say that they did not do much to clean
up the position in the railways. It can
he cleaned up. The present Government,
unfortunately, has paid attention to that
advice without finding ways and means
of trying to improve the position before
taking this drastic and mad step of clos-
‘ing the lines.

The Minister for Transport:
tornmyrot!

That is

MR. POTTER (Subizco) [6.10]: During
‘the parliamentary recess I took the oppor-
‘tunity to visit a number of eountry dis-
‘tricts. Whilst I went unpublicised, to see
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for myself and not to see the people, 1
was amazed at the amount of public works
being undertaken by the Government,
namely, in the construction of hospitals,
housing schemes, schools, water supplies,
drainage works, electricity supplies, har-
bour works, soldiers’ land settlement
and roads. Bearing in mind the size of
the State and the sparseness of the popu-
laticn, the roads are as good as any to be
found elsewhere. I feel that the Govern-
ment has laid, and is laying, the founda-
tion for the establishment of secondary
industries by the provision of adequate
water supplies, electricity, good roads and
a railway system which we trust will im-
prove with time.

The State needs only the establishment
of a good iron and steel industry to secure
its position beyond doubt. This the Gov-
ernment intends to accomplish, firstly, as
a result of its success with the Wundowie
charcoal iron project. Although some
criticisin has been levelled at the Govern-
ment in respect of this proposition for the
losses sustained in the infancy of that
project, people with a knowledge of the
establishment of industries of this nature
from seratch, will realise that it takes any-
thing from five to ten years for them to
be established properly and for them to be
in the happy position of making profits.
That time factor applies equally to private
as to Government industry.

We should always bear in mind that in
these cases there is the pilot stage before
the subsequent planning operations and
purchase and erection of the necessary
plant, and that teething troubles can he
expected in the processing of the goods
before labour has been brought up to the
mark and properly organised. Then there
is the questicn of markets, both local and
overseas. I reiterate that it does not
matter whether it be private or Govern-
ment enterprise, the time factor remains
substantially the same. I have heard in
this House, as I have heard ouiside quite
frequently, the comment, “Why cannot we
establish industries in this State?”

Hon. D. Brand. Why?

Mr. POTTER: Those people go further
to point out that we have the minerals
and the primary products, and that we
are closer to the potential markets than
any other State in Australia, The prime
reason for the failure to establish more
industries is the lack of a steel industry
in this State. The Government has laid
down some of the things that are so
necessary, such as water supplies and
power.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 pm.

Mr. POTTER: I was relating what the
Government had done in supplying the
necessary ingredients, shall I say, towards
the establishment of secondary industries
here, Those ingredients are water, trans-
port and power, Lastly, I was dealing with
the supply of steel and the necessity, in
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my opinion, to have a steel industry in
this State. Many people lament the fact
that we have not such an industry here,
whereas in the Eastern States the reverse
is the case. I feel it is largely due to the
fact that we have not any ironmakers
here that we have not a large steel
industry.

For my part, I commend the Govern-
ment on taking the initiative in relation
to this particular industry. We have the
raw products in sufficient quantities, and
we know that we can produce a good
quality sfeel, because the Government has
illustrated that fact, We also have the
means of smelting it. To me it does not
matter very much whether the Govern-
ment or private enterprise undertakes the
further development of this valuable in-
dustry, but I would sooner it was the for-
mer than the latter, the reason being that
if there were any depression or recession,
or contraction of markets for a period, a
private company would probably close its
works or at least bring ahout a substantial
contraction of production.

Hon. D. Brand: What would happen if
the Government did it?

Mr. POTTER: I feel that the Govern-
ment would, over the period, carry on and
stoekpile, whieh is something, in all pro-
bability, that a private company would not
be able to do.

Hon. D. Brand: Stockpile what?
pig iron?

Mr. POTTER: Steel; the manufactured
product,

Hon. D. Brand: For what purpose?

Mr, POTTER: The same thing happens
in all cases. We can take the farms as
an instance.
a, period when they were sustaining a loss,
Then they came good. This applies more
or less to all industries. If there were a
substantial confraction, a private manu-
facturer probably would not have the
basic metal that is so necessary for
his particular line of manufacture. That
is the reason why I feel that to a great
extent this is a basic industry. It is neces-
sary for it to have huge capital resources
and even State backing in carrying it out.
I do not care much whether it is Govern-
ment, Government and private, or private
enterprise, bhut think that Government
enterprise would be the best.

I quote from “The West Australian” of
Friday, the 12th July, 1957, where under
the heading “Eastern Steelmen Urge Cau-
tion on W.A. Iron Plan,” it says—

Any criticism of the State Govern-
ment’s proposals to establish a major
charcoal iron plant in the South-
West must be influenced by several
considerations—

Briefly, they are:

The establishment of an integrated
iron and steel industry in this State
by Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.

The

They were carried on over
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The ability and desire of private
enterprise to establish a major char-
coal iron industry.

The possibility of continuing de-
mand for charcoal iron sufficient to
cover the amortisation of any plant.
erected. From inquiries made in Mel-
hourne last week, it may be assumed.
that the B.H.P. is unlikely to process
iren ore in this State for many years
to come. The company has a five-
year development programme involv-
ing the expenditure of around
£100,000,000 which it is hoped will
make Australia self-sufficient in iron
and steel. Last year it was necessary
to import 2,400,000 tons of steel worth
£46,000,000.

The company gets better value for
every £1 spent in the Eastern States
than in Western Australia. To ereet
a. plant here would involve an out-
lay of £140 a ton per annual ingot
capacity, equivalent to £10,000,000 for
the %5,000-ton charcoal iron plant
proposed for this State. These figures.
relate, of course, to the conventional
iron and steel plant.

That more or less bears out the point
I am trying to make that we are going
to be faced with a plant in the Eastern.
States that will make all the necessary
iron, and here we will he in the same posi-
tion as we stand in regard to State and
Pederal financial relationship, namely, of
having to go cap in hand to Eastern Aus-
tralia for the purpose of even getting our
steel.

I do not believe it is necessary in the
interests of the economy of Australia as.
a whole; in (he necessary distribution of
population that we hear speken of So-
much; in the defence of the continent;
or in the much advocated decentralisa-
tion of industry, to have one ironmaster
making all the steel for Australia on the

eastern edge of the country. I point out,
as “The West Australian” goes on to
say—but I shall not read it for the

moment—that Western Australia is un-
ique in this day and age in that it can
manufacture charceal iron. Therefore T
believe the Government is to be congratu-
lated on having shown nof only initiative
but good commonsense in creating this.
industry and, furthermore, in expanding it,

However, I frust, for the sake of the
Commonwealth as a whole and this State:
in particular, that success may attend the
projected establishment of such an indus-
try in the South-West and that the neces-
sary export licences will be made available
so that the requisite funds for the industry
may he raised.

Hon. D. Brand: Do yvou think it should
go to the South-West?

Mr. POTTER: As a matter of fact, look-
ing at the subject as a whole, I feel that
works could be erected in quite 2 number
of places as time goes on.
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Mr. May: Not including Dongara?

Mr. POTTER: I would not suggest
Dongara, but I might suggest Geraldton.
Some of these iron works could, for the
‘purpose of decentralisation, be established
elsewhere.

Mr. Roberts: Would you give us an
indication of where else in the South-
‘West?

Mr. POTTER: 1 understand that the
jarrah country is the most suited to it.
‘Perhaps it could be somewhere out from
the port of Bunhury.

Hon. D. Brand: Seeing there is no urgent
need for the local production of pig iron,
‘do you not think the people of Collie might
wait a little longer in the hope that we
‘might use the coal in such industry?

Mr. POTTER: This particular iron is
“unique.

Hon. D. Brand: Is it?

Mr. POTTER: I am given to understand
‘it is. First of all, it has noit the same
:sulphur content.

Hon. D. Brand: There is no great short-
-age of it throughout the world.

Mr. POTTER: Of charcoal iron?
Hon. D. Brand: Yes.

Mr. POTTER: There appears to be some
‘demand for it, and it is not manufactured
throughout the world. That is the reason
‘we have a potential for developing it.

Mr. Perkins: How did the rest of the
‘world get on before the industry at Wun-
‘dowie was established?

Mr. POTTER.; That is a nice interjec-
tion, as a matter of fact. When we look
‘at the history of the development of this
‘iron industry, we find it was conducted
somewhat along the lines that are being
‘followed at Wundowie—that is, through
charcoal smelting. So I think that with
‘the establishment of the industry here
-and with the transport, power and water
that are already provided, we are closer
to the potential markets than are the
"Eastern States, and I consider that within
‘the next five or ten yvears we will have a
‘population sufficient to guarantee a sub-
‘stantial home market.

Mr. Roberts: What do you think the
-original capital outlay will be?

The Minister for Transport: What do
‘you think he is—the Minister for Indus-
‘trial Development?

Mr. POTTER:; The member for Bunbury
‘is very good at figures. I suggest that the
‘matter has been worked out and the
economics of the proposition gone into by
“the Government and its experts. I feel
sure that the Government would grant
:all reasonable concessions to any private
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enterprise which would be likely to start
in this State and would at all times give
those connected with the undertaking
reasonable assistance.

Hon. A, F. Watts: What sort of con-
cessions would vou suggest?

Mr. POTTER: Cheap land, perhaps
;gags and a few odds and ends such as
at.

Hon. A. P. Watts: Would you suggest
cheap electric power and cheap water and
so on?

Mr. POTTER:
harbourage.

Mr. Nalder:
transport?

Mr. POTTER: It might even be possible
to give them rail transport.

Hon. D. Brand: They would need a con-
cession on the railway from Koolyanobbing
down.

Mr. POTTER: The Government would
probably have to do that. Many years ago
the Wiluna gold mines wanted to establish
a smelting works at_Geraldton. No con-
cession was given and as a result the
smelting works was not established and
that, I think, is to be deplored because it
would have been a great help to Gerald-
ton and the State. I am particularly
interested in this question of developing
our secondary industries and I was proud,
when in Sydney a few years ago, to hear
that Western Australia, through the grace
of God, the cbstinacy of Dr. Mossadeq, the
geographical and strategical position of
the State and the natural endowment of
a wonderful harbour—

Mr. Roberts: Are you talking of Bun-
bury?

Mr. POTTER: --the timely negotiations
of cur Opposition, then the Government,
and the foresight of the previous Labour
Government in the installation of a power
scheme—

Hon. D. Brand: Wheo is saying all this?

Mr. POTTER: —and the ready acquies-
cence of the then Labour Opposition to co-
operate, we were successful in establishing
an oil refinery at Kwinana.

Hon. D. Brand: You certainly spread
the praise. You are having a little bit each
way.

Mr. POTTER: While I wish to pay a
sincere and honest tribute to the Govern-
ment, to its leaders, and to its Ministers
who were responsible for the scheme, im-
portant. factors which were responsible for
the encouragement of that new industry
here were the climate and the atmosphere.
The Government, the Opposition, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of
Manufactures, the Press and the people all
have to play their respective parts in the
establishment of new industries in this

May be even cheap

A concession such as rail
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State, and I am sure that the Government,
on its part, would not let the people down
in any way.

In my previous Address-in-reply speech,
I made some reference to our near markets
and I still feel that we have a good poten-
tial for a number of our products and as
we are 8 stable couniry, and not given to
revolt—except over railway closures—or
any nhationalistic tendencies which are
likely to undermine the economy and con-
tinuity of government, such as happens in
some of the Near Eastern countries, a
number of European firms would be well
advised to establish their industries in
Western Australin—and they shouyld he
encouraged to do it.

Mr. Court: We have hot done much to
encourage them in the last 12 months.

Mr. POTTER: I think we have.

Mr. Court: We have done everything
possible to frighten them away.

The Minister for Transport: Thet is
precisely what you and your crowd have
done, or have tried to do. We have Bob
Menzies holding up a hig scheme in
the South-West now—only for political
reasons,

Mr. Court:
reasons?

The Minister for Transport:
interests.

The SPEAKER: Order!
The Minister for Transport: Saboteurs!

Mr. POTTER,:: There is another feature,
too, and the member for Moore more or
less substantiated one of my contentions
that we must have a stable internal
economy as well as a stable external
economy. There are many goods now on
the market that were not available 10
or 20 years ago, and it should be the right
ef every person to be able to purchase
those articles. I realise that during the
last war the State was left virtually un-
protected and God forbid that we should
ever have another war. From that angle
alone-—and I refer to the protection of
the State during wartime—it is so neces-
sary to establish secondary industries. I
do not say that to the disparagement of
primary industries, because they also are
necessary, but in order to have a balanced
economy, to help our defence, and in order
to achieve some balance in the economy
of Australia as a whole, we need to estab-
lish secondary industrles in this State.

I think Western Australia is suffering
becaguse of the loyalty of its people during
the last war. Our recruitment rate per
capita was as high as any of the other
States and the Government of that time
was reluctant, compared with Govern-
ments in the Eastern States, to press for
Commonwesglth finance {o ald State works,
Consequently, that type of work did not
proceed as quickly as it should have done

(£}
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and industrial enterprises which were
established here were inaugurated rather
belatedly—towards the end of the war.

The Labour Party is often referred to
rather rudely as a reform party and its
members as reformists; we are chided be-
cause of it. But we are a reform party
and I am proud to say so. We do initiate
new ideas and it is only natural that from
t{ime to time there will be hostility from
the conservative element in our com-
munity.

Mr. Roberts: To which section are you
referring—the D.L.P. or the AL.®P.?

The Minister for Transport: The D.L.P.
is an off-shoot of yours.

Mr. POTTER: I do not recoghnise the
meaning of DL.P. and I cannot recognise
anyone who does not agree with me as
being democratic,

The Minister for Transport: People over
there are democratic in name only.

Hon. D. Brand: There are a lot of “p's”
in the party.

Mr. POTTER: In his Speech the Gov-
ernor said that the Government intends
to spend £6,100,000 on roads. Good on it!

Hon. D. Brand: What Government?

Mr, POTTER: Naturally that is a big
undertaking for a State such as this.

Hon. D. Brand: That is Federal Gove-
ernment money.

¢ Mr, POTTER.: It comes from the petrol
ax,

The Minister for Transport: It is still
& lot of money.

Mr. POTTER: There is no reason why
the Federal Government shouid not pay
the State for this work. Naturally the
Government will meet with opposition in
regard t0 the railway closures. In his
Speech the Governor said that as auth-
orised by Parliament, rail services on some
branch lines have been suspended for a
trial period of alternative road transport.
I feel that that iz all that the Government
can say or do at this time, because alter-
native road transport should be given a
trial. I feel sure that the Government
has honoured its promises given when the
matter was discussed last year.

Mention was made about there belng no
further recruitment for the Railway De-
partment. The Government has caused
some inquiry to be made. But in regsrd
to railway closures we must remember
that over two-thirds of the State, huge
loads are carried by road transport. The
Government’s policy, therefore, in regard
to rail closures cannot be said to be a
policy of contraction. It cannot be said
to be a policy of despalr.

I know from experience of the outhback
the magnificent job that the people did
in carrying huge loads on these big ve-
hicles. At that time there were very few
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formed roads and during certain seasons
they were very wet and boggy. I have
seen holes as deep as this Chamber in some
outback parts and we have had to dig the
vehicles out. That might be a slight ex-
aggeration but the conditions have been
very bad, and as & consequence it has
been found necessary on occasions fo
close some of these roads, probably only
for a week or two, during the very wet
period.

Huge loads—500 and 600 sheep at a
time, and 100 to 140 hales of wool—have
been carried over enormous distances. The
Government, in considering the question
of rail closures, has taken advantage of
the experience gained in some of these
outback parts and reallses the necessity to
build adequate roads to take the traffic.
It realises, too, that experiments have o
be undertaken with regard to the forma-
tion of these roads to see how they will
ﬁ;land up to the traffic that traverses

em.

Recently the member for Moore made a
comparison between the Commonwealth
and State railways. There was a vast
difference in the financial set-up of the
Commonwealth and State lines from the
time of their inception, From the word
“go,” the State Government has been
involved in great expenses and no com-
parison can be made between the two
systems. The State railways have 3z0
many branch and leop lines, so many
lines running close together and this re-
quires so many more people to attend to
them. I refer there to the maintenance
side and the fettlers needed on these lines,
the running crews and the like. I believe
that the Commonwealth Government has
only 2,100 miles of line and 1,500 miles of
it is straight.

Mr. Ackland: Do you realise it has four
systems and different gauges.

Mr, POTTER: I appreciate that, but
four systems are not like 44 different
systems, and besides there is no restriction
on speed. They have a good permaneht
way. Further, by virtue of our purchases
from the Eastern States—we bought goods
to the tune of £40,000,000 from Victoria—
we bring in a quantity of goods from those
States. While there is this traflic from
the Eastern States, I feel that road trans-
port over such a vast distance would not
be as payable as it would over shorter
distances. Accordingly, I consider that
this comparisen is odious.

The member for Moore also drew a com-
parison of costs and referred to the new
management of Chamherlain Industries.
This rather appealed to me. He said they
cut their labour force by 30 per cent. That
would probably be an easy way out with
respect to the railways, namely, to cut our
labour force of 14,000 by 30 per cent.
That in itself would probably—

Mr. Ackland: Get results.
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Mr. POTTER: It would probably over-
come the deficit. We must realise, how-
ever, that these people were taken on, and
engaged, and given certain guarantees to
the effect that there would be no further
recruitment. So while it may get results
in one direction, it would he most up-
setting to the whole economy of the State.

Mr. Ackland: Is it upsetting to those
pegple who have lost their lines?

Mr. POTTER: I appreciate that there
is a certain amount of feeling in the farm-
ing industry.

Mr. Ackland: What about the pastoral
industry? Have nhot the pastoralists a
viewpoint?

Mr. POTTER: I am pointing out that
the pastoral industry is adequately served
by road transport.

Mr. Ackland: You do not know what
you are talking about!

Mr. POTTER: I do, although I must
admit I have not been to Laverton or
Wiluna recently; I have left that for the
member for Murchison to look into. I
know the State from east to west and from
north to south and when I said that I
was speaking from experience on cartage
in the North of the State, I knew what I
was talking about. It is all very well to
perhaps advocate pruning the railways to
overcome what has been called its top-
heaviness. I remember on one occasion 1
was given a job by an American. I said,
“I don't know anything about this par-
ticular jobh” to which the American re-
plied, “‘Show plenty of commonsense; in
some of these cases there is duplication of
administration.” He said that he wanted
me to look into the matter and report in
a couple of months. I am glad to say that
in the particular case to which I refer,
no sackings were necessary.

However, I think fthe Government is
tackling this problem from all angles and
it is placing the responsibility fairly and
equitably on all sections of the community.
That is my opinion in relation to the
closure of the railways. The member for
Moore also touched on the question of the
distribution of licences.

Mr. Ackland: It is a good thing that
the member for Moore spoke; otherwise
you would have nothing to talk about.

Mr, POTTER: I waited until the hon.
member spoke and then I got up. The
member for Moore must realise something
of the difficulties of administration and
he must appreciate that the Government
is also trying to streamline matters a bit
here so that the public will not be put to
unnecessary expense by duplication in
adminisiration.

There is another aspect on which I
wish to comment, and that is with respect
to electricity supplies. I must commend
the Government on this and I would like
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again to quoie from His Excellency’s
Speech. When dealing with this matter,
His Excellency the Governor said—

The flrst unit of the Bunbury Power
Station has been put on load and will
be available to meet the peak demand
of this winter. Construction of two
further wunits is proceeding and
tenders will be called for an addi-
tional unit. The State Electricity
Commission has interconnected the
Collie Power Station, the Bunbury
Power BStation and the Wellington
Dam Hydro Electric Power Station
with the two metropolitan stations.

From this it would seem that the Gov-
ernment is right on the ball in relation
to electric power. The member for Moore
also referred to the erection of a high
school. I am particularly interested in the
erection of this high school as, I am sure,
are the member for Nedlands and his
constituents. For a long time a number of
high schoo! children have had to travel
formidable distances to the other side of
Perth; some have also had to go to Fre-
mantle. Accordingly I think the Govern-
ment and the Minister are to be com-
mended for the erection of this high school
to which I have referred. It will meet a
long-felt want. I know that the t{ransfer
to South Perth may not be quite as con-
venient for the veterinary section of the
Agricultural Department’s laboratory but,
on the other hand, I think the Government
has gone into the pros and cons of the
matter before taking the step it has to
erect this high school, even though it
has meant the closure of the laboratory
at Nedlands.

I know that the Government places great
emphasis on secondary education because
of the rapid growth of our high school
population. I think—and here I agree with
the member for Cottesloe—that emphasis
should be placed on trade schools, on tech-
nical schools and on all forms of techno-
logical training. I have nothing very much
- more to say but, looking at the State as a
whole, and after seeing what is taking place
in the metropolitan area, I think the Gov-
ernment has done a particularly fine job
in its short term of office and it should
merit a lot of support even though at times
it puts forward innovations and new ideas
to keep pace with the scientific advance-
ment of our modern age.

MR. W. A, MANNING (Narrogin)
[8.10]1: As we examine the affairs of our
State at the present time, we cannot but be
impressed by the tremendous amount of
development that has yet to take place.
The amount of capital required for public
works and for the development of busi-
ness and industry is tremendous. In fact,
it seems that what we do is controlled
by the availability of finance rather than
determined on the basis of necessity or
desirability.

Mr. Lapham: You are right on the ball.
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Mr. W. A, MANNING: I am sure that
members will bear with me in this respect,
because I have no doubt that on their flles
they will have letters, so will local govern-
ing authorities, parents and citizens’ asso-
ciations and other such bodies, to the effect
that while the Government recognises the
importance of any particular matter and
while it can see the necessity for action, it
regrets that for the time being no finance
is available. If members have not hun-
dreds of those letters in their possession, I
shall be very greatly surprised. It seems
to me that we do not decide things by their
urgent need but by the lack of finance,

Because finance has now become such a
decisive factor, I was rather interested in
a remark made by the Premier last week.
I am sorry to have to quote this in his
absence, but the Premier said, “Why should
the Government put money only into things
from which there is no return?’" I presume
that the Premier had in mind no financial
return, because I imagine there would be at
least some refurn from everything in
which the Government invests in relation
to the improvement of living standards,
of education, of medical freatment and
suchlike. But no doubt the Premier had
in mind a financial return.

In this particular connection he was
thinking about the charcoal iron industry
and he evidently had the idea that there
was money to be made from it. We have
already been told by the member for
Bubiaco—and he ought to know—that the
financial success of Wundowie has been
proved, and he adds that it ecould
be a wonderful State trading con-
cern. If it were, it would certainly
be unijgue among the many State
undertakings. I would like to quote
just four of them. I am only quot-
ing those which should at least justify their
existence by the profit they make.

I will not quote the others because they
may possibly be justified by the fact that
they provide some essential service, I shall
refer first of all to the State hotels. The
amount of funds employed is £88,221 and

the “profit” to June, 1956, was a
loss of £2,458. In the case of
State Saw Mills, with the {funds

employed amounting io £1,527,251 there
was a “proflt” which also was a loss, of
£13,549. With funds amounting to
£898,721, the State Brick Works had a loss
of £48,584, while the State Implement
Works with funds employed amounting to
£360,971 showed a profit of £51,997.

Hon. D. Brand: As a result of doing a
lot of Governmenl work.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The result is that
the funds employed on these four con-
cerns are now £2,875164 and the profit
from these concerns in total was £12,594.

The Minister for Native Welfare: Why
don't you quote other years?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I have taken the
most recent year.
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The Minister for Nativé Weliare: Take
four earlier years.

Mr. Johnson: Is that before or after
charging interest?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have not dis-
covered any land tax paid by these con-
cerns, but if they were run by private
industry, a certain amount of land tax
would be collected.

Mr. Johnson: How much interest does
private enterprise pay?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: This profit of
£12,594 on an investment of £2,875,164 is
0.43 per cent. If these funds were invested
in some more suitable way, we would be
getting better results. I would like to add
details of Wundowie, which has proved,
50 we are iold, such a financial success.
The funds employed amount to £1,724,395
and the accumulated loss is £590,636. That
has proved a sorry financial success!

I suggest that if we had invested that
£1,700,000 in schools, hospitals and bridges

or other amenities for the State,
members of this House would not
have s0 many letters on their flles

such as those which I have already
quoted. We would have had at least
£1,700,000 worth of buildings belonging to
the State. As it is at present, we have
not those buildings bui we also have a loss
of £600,000. The less we have of industries
like that, the better off we shall be and I
feel there should be a thorough investiga-
tion of concerns such as those which I
have quoted. The ihvestment of funds is
a risk which can hardly be undertaken by
the Government of this State, which is
acting as trustee for the funds of the
people here. If the Government spends
money which comes by way of taxation,
etc. on speculative investments, it is act-
ing wrongly as a trustee for the pecple.

Hon. D. Brand: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I suggest that if
we have funds to invest, we make the
money available to the many citizens who
cannot now get finance to earry on indus-
tries, whether primary or secondary, or
which they are seeking to establish. If
money had been used in the Rural & In-
dustries Bank instead of going to the four
industries which I have just auoted, we
would be getting bank interest today.

Mr, Johnson: Da not we now?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: All we are getting
is a loss.

Mr. Lapham: Would you like to make a
loan to Customs Credit?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I do not say we
should make funds available in that way,
but if we have them to invest they should
not be invested in those concerns that I
have mentioned; I have already proved it.

Mr. Johnson: You have not said any-
thing yet about interest.
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Mr. W. A, MANNING: There is not a
Minister who does not have to write and
say, “We have not the money yet.” If a
father of a family with its responsibilities
did not find the money to provide medical
attention and proper education for his
children, and yet invested his money in
speculative shares, what would we think
of him? Yet, that is what this Govern-
ment is deing! It is investing money in
speculative concerns and depriving people
of amenities with which they should be
provided by the Government.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I should perhaps
mention railways and the need for their
reorganisation, but there may be other
opportunities. Rather, I will go on with
the matter of primary industries, When
we look at the figures for the State's
exports, we notice these amazing items.
They are taken for the year ended the 30th
June, 1956. I have not given all the other
years as the Minister would like, but I am
giving the latest figures available,

The figure for foodstuifs, anima] origin,
is £6,783,899; foodstuffs, vegetable origin,
£25,247,054; live animals £425,75%7; animal
substances,, £38,981,388; vegetable sub-

stances, £926,005; rocks and minerals,
£2,670,949; sleepers and other timber,
£2,935,991; gold and silver, £6,514,796;

making a total of—in round flgures—
£83,000,000. There are other small items
which could be added to the list, but these
items alone amount to £83,000,000 out of a
total export value of £110,000,000. I sug-
gest that when we regard these figures as
indicative of the wealth of the State, it is
reasonahble to expect that we would foster
those particular industries and that we
would encourage people {0 expand them.
Of course, if a manufacturer finds that a
certain line which he is manufacturing is
in huge demand, does he not increase the
output of that particular item?

In this State we find that our exports
are mainly primary products, yet we do
the opposite, and do all we can to dis-
courage people from producing these needs.
In the case of school bus spur routes we
make it inconvenient for the people in the
country; we take away their railway ser-
vices. and tell them to go to pot. In the
case of agricultural education we have no
funds to provide dormitories for the Narro-
gin Agricultural College, where farmers are
trained for primary production, yet we
invest in speculation. There is inadequate
housing in country areas because there is
insufficient money. That is the way we are
encouraging the produetion in this State
and we are discouraging the people.

The Minister for Lands: You paint such
a bad picture, it surprises me we are get-
ting on so well.

Mr. W. A, MMG: It is amazing
how well we are getting on, but we could
get on a lot better.
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fHt;)n. A, F. Watts: Getting on in spite
of it.

Mr, W. A, MANNING: I would enlarge
on the housing position. There are in-
sufficient funds for housing in the eoun-
try, but £600,000 has now been made
available for building sccieties, ete. The
huilding societies in the metropolitan area
have received £520,000 while one building
society in the country—Punbury—re-
ceived £20,000 and the Rural & Industries
Bank received £60,000 out of this total of
£600,000. No less than £520,000 went to
the metropolitan area! Why should that
be?

The Minister for Transport:
so, for a start.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They are the
figures I have.

The Minister for Transport: You are
drawing wrong conclusions from them.
There is nothing to stop Hon. H. K. Wat-
son from lending the money to start a
building society in Narrogin.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: There are pri-
vate builders and financiers who will ad-
vance mohey to build homes in the metro-
politan area, but we cannot get money
from any concern to build in the country.
The people in the metropolitan area have
the advantage of the finance which people
are providing for homes.

The Minister for Transport: Instead of
bellyaching here, start a building society
in the country, and I will lend you £40,000.

Mr. Roberts: Will you, at Bunbury?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: That is a fine
offer. It would be a fine thing if I could
get £40,000 for country housing each time
I speak; I should get up more often.

The Minister for Transport: It has been
open for 12 months. You have been
asleep!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am awake now,

The Minister for Transport: For the
first time, perhaps.

Mr. W, A. MANNING: I find there is
plenty of money for metropolitan hous-
ing. A new suburk is built—I believe,
Beeloo—and as the houses are put up in
the metropolitan area, the money seems to
be found for water supplies, electricity and
sewerage because these needs have to fol-
low. We could not have & house in the
metropolitan area without them, but we
could have houses in the country without
amenities. In a few weeks time, we find
these services are provided whether the
funds are available or not. It does not
matter; they will be provided! There will
also be a bus service provided whether it
pays or not.

The Minister for Transport: You think
you are on a soap hox; you are in the air.
Mr. W. A, MANNING: There is a metro-
politan regional plan, but where is one
for the country? There is no country
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regional plan. I have proved that oar
primary products mean so much to the
State, but there is no plan that will de-
velop, reasonably and fairly on a long-
scale term, our country districts. That is
one of the most important provisions re-
quired in the State at the present time.

Finally, I would like to mention a mat-
ter which I think is important concern<
ing the appointment of the Agent-Gen-
eral in London and whatever I say is no
reflection on the staff at Savoy House,
which is always helpful and capable.
When in England I noticed the disability
of not having the offices of all the Aus-
tralian States and the Commonweslth in
one building. We should not expect a per-
son interested in Australia to visit six dif-
ferent State offices and a Commonwealth
office. Inquiry should be made into the
possibility of housing them in one building.
While I was there, I did not see one picture
displayed in Australia House in regard to
Western Australia, and it is time some-
thing was done.

Mr. Lapham: Did you make arrange<
ments?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: We should dis-
play in the best way and in the best place
what we have to sell and should teld
everything about it. We have something
worth selling and I think that action
should be taken.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [8.25]1:
There is no need for me to tell the House
that the North-West has been having @&
particularly good season this year so far
as rainfall is concerned.

Mr. I. W. Manning: The fishing is good.

Mr. NORTON: So the papers tell us. I
think that some members-—-maybe nof imx
this House but in another place—have also
found the fishing good in the North-West,
and our ships provide a good service for a
hohday There may be one member enJcY—
ing a holiday at present.

To get back to what I was going to say,
the season has been so good around the
Gascoyne that it has encouraged the platit-
ers to go in for a large variety of crops, and
there is the promise that this will be an
all-time record for production in that area.
The river has run twice this year, after
previously not flowing for approximately
two years. The first running of the river
encouraged the replanting of bananas,
which has taken place on quite a large
scale. Following the planting of bananag,
large areas were sown to heans, tomatoes
and, later onions, pumpkin, egg- fruit.
capsicums and cucumber.

Last year the distriet produced 1,200 tons
of runner beans, of which 314 tons were
exported to Adelaide. ‘This was a greak
asset to the State, inasmuch as it helped
to offset our import defleit in relation;.to
the other States. The fact that the dlstnci:
is undertaking the production of a greater
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variety of products and not regarding ban-
anas as the only crop, is placing it on a
far more stable footing. That should be
& greal encouragement to the Government
to go ahead with the damming of the river
in other parts.

In this connection I suggest that more
clay bars should be put in immediately.
Between the two flows of the river a suf-
ficient time has elapsed ih my opinion to
prove that the experimental c¢lay bar
established was a success. It proved that
the waters were definitely being held on
the upstream side of the bar; and not only
that, they were also extending laterally to
the north and south of the river, improv-
ing the quality of the water on many of
the plantations which, in the past, had
shown considerable signs of going brac-
kish.

This year Carnarvon has exported, for
the first time, a small conhsignment of
tomatoes to Singapore, and we are waiting
reports as to the condition in which they
arrived and the prices they hrought. But
the growers are confident that this export
trade can be built up, and that they can
compete satisfactorily with Geraldton for
that market.

There has been a large quantity of cnions
planted. The planting of ten acres in the
first year is, I consider, a very creditable
achievement for a new section of the in-
dustry. The onions are growing well and
prolifically, and it should be possible to
place them on the market during the off-
season here when exports are brought in
from as far away as Egypt. The planting
of the onions has been made possible by
the alteration to the Act which I obtained
last year, and which gave relief from con-
trol by the Onion Marketing Board during
August, September and October.

With this increase in the production of
tomataes and other commodities in the
Gascoyne area, it will not be long before it
is necessary for some canning or pulping
factory to be established in a small way.
It was astounding to me to learn this
year of the large quantities of tomato pulp
which are exported from this State, and
also to learn that very great gquantities of
tomato sauce are imported from the East-
ern States, One wonders how mueh of
the pulp which is exported from Western
Australia is brought back here as tomato
sauce; and the question which arises in
my mind is as to why the firms that do
the pulping here do not go a step further
and manufacture tomato sauce and send
it away as a completely manufactured pro-
duct, instead of our having to import
tomato sauce from other States. We could
produce far more sauce than we need for
our own consumption.

With the development of the Gascoyne
and the further development that could
take place with extra water, the decen-
tralisation about which we have heard so
much during this Address-in-reply debate
wonld be assisted. This would help greatly
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to develop the North further, and prove
not only to the Government but also to the
State that the North-West is worthy of
further consideration. The more people we
can induce to go there the better, and the
less likely will it be that other countries
will be tempted to see what they could
make of it.

There are many factors that enter into
the economic development of the country
and one is the cost of fuel. This year the
oil companies, apparently for some reason
which I have not yet been able to discover,
took it unto themselves {0 raise the price
of fuel—particularly distillate and kero-
sene—to all North-West ports. I have
gone into the matter extensively, as far
as Carnarvon is concerned, and have found
fo my own satisfaction that the rise is
not in any way justified. Immediately
the State Shipping Service increased
freight charges, the oil companies raised
the price of distillate by 33d. per gallon,
or the equivalent of 13s. 9d. per drum.
The increase in shipping freight was ap-
proximately 7s. per gallon., There was no
Harbour and Light Department increase.
Therefore, if the companies could prove
that the increase was due to shipping
freights, the price should not have been
raised by 13s. 9d. but by only Ts.

However, the companies could not attri-
bute the price rise to shipping freights, be-
cause as far as Carnarvon is concerned, no
fuel goes by ship to Carnarvon. If is all
hauled by road from Geraldton. It is
interesting to compare the various prices—
or differentials as the oil companies call
them—between Perth, Geraldton and Car-
narvon. As far as petrol is concerned, the
increase in price at Geraldton as com-
pared with Perth is 14d. per gallon. At
Carnarvon it is 93d. or 8id. for the extra
300 miles of cartage.

Mr. Nalder: Is it taken by hoat or by
road?

Mr. NORTON: If the hon. member had
not been asleep and had been listening to
me, he would have heard what I said. I
said that all fuels were taken by road and
the cost of carriage by road was the same
as by ship. After shipping freights had
been increased, distillate in Geraldton was
s0ld at 3d. per gallon more than in Perth.
In Carnarvon it was 1s. 1d. dearer, or 104d.
for the cartage over that 300 miles in
comparison with 8id. on petrol

‘With regard to lighting kerosene, we
have a different set of charges. At Gerald-
ton it is 103d. dearer than in Perth, and
at Carnarvon it is 1s. 1id. dearer. So to
cart lighting kerosene from Geraldton to
Carnarvon costs 24d.; whereas on distillate
it is 104d. and on petrol 8id. I challenge
anybody to show reason why those varying
charges should be made. Should a person
or a company wish to take a single drum
of any fuel from Fremantle to Carnarvon,
the cost of that single drum—including
harbour and light charges—would be
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£1 14s. 7d.; and if my reckoning is correct,
that is 9s. 4d. per gallon—considerably less
than that on lighting kerpsene and distil-
late.

There is another important factor in-
volved in economy, and in this connection
I feel I must pay a tribute not only to the
Government but also to those in charge in
this particular department. I refer to road
construction, and I pay tribute t¢ Mr. Ron
Dunecan, the Main Roads Engineer for the
North-West, whose territory takes in the
area from 150 miles south of Carnarvon
up to Wyndham, and who is responsible for
an expenditure of £750,000 on roads in a
year. It is almost beyond my comprehen-
sion how any one man can do such an
excellent job over such & large area.
Members can well imagine the time he
must spend in travelling in order to cover
and supervise the area he has to ad-
minister,

The roads in the North-West are not
50 easily prepared as those in the South.
Up there we have none of the natural
roadmaking materials that are readily
available down here; but the Main Roads
Department has evolved a formula in
which it mixes sand, clay and what is
known as dune sand in certain proportions.
This is mixed and forms an exceedingly
hard surface which will not crack easily
under pressure and will take heavy loads
at high speeds without suffering much
damage.

The main concern in these days is the
finding of fresh water for water binding
and laying of bitumen. This year has
been an ideal one for the continuance of
this work; and, as I have said, great
tribute must be paid to the engineer and
his staff for the work which they are do-
ing and the speed with which it is being
done under the conditions which prevail
in that district.

Another subject which I wish to touch
upon, and which has relation particularly
to vegetable growing, is the certification of
seed. In this State I understand there is
only one vegetable seed which can he
bought which is classified as having heen
certified, and that is a runner bean known
as “Westralia'. Considerable difficulty
has been experienced by commercial
growers of vegetables this year in obtain-
ing reliable seed. A considerable quantity
of Golden Harvest runner bean seed was
procured from the metropolitan area but
after planting it was found to have con-
tained a virus disease which resulted in
a crop loss of from 25 per cent. to 100
per cent. according to the severity of the
virus in the seed when sown.

There was a similar experience with
onion seed in that it was found in some
cases not to be true to type while in other
instances it did not have more than a 25
per cent. germination rate. In Queens-
" land and New South Wales there are Acts
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covering the sale of seed, under which
commercial growers can purchase certi-
fied seed which has to be true to type and .
more or less disease free, with a correct
germination percentage. I understand
that no such regulations exist here and
it is interesting to read the conditions
which are generally set down by our seed
metrchants, including Eastern States mer-
chants who sell seed here.

‘The conditions of sale are as follows:—

The deseription under which our
seeds, plants, bulbs and tubers are
sold signifies no more than that we
believe they have been taken from
reliable stocks and in no case does
the description signify that the result-
ing crop will grow true to such
description. We only offer and sell our
goods subject to the stipulation thab
by accepting or taking delivery of
them the purchaser agrees to waive
any expressed or implied ferm or con-
dition of the contract that the goods
are of the description under which
they have been offered and sold or are
fit for any purpose for which the pur-
chaser has expressly or by implica-
tion made known to us they are re-
quired and to waive any expressed or
implied warranty as to their correct
description, preoductivity or quality,
and to discharge us from any liability
if the goods are found to be of a dif-
ferent description or inferior im
quality or to contain impurities or
if they fail to germinate or grow.
the purchaser is not willing to accept
the goods on those terms he must
forthwith return them to us and if
paid for we will refund the price.

What is the use of returning any seeds
if one cannot purchase them on conditions
other than those set down there? Those
conditions pertain to seed merchants sell-
ing seed in this State—

Mr. Nalder: Only as regards vegetable
seed. Clover seed is certified.

Mr. NORTON: I am dealing only with
vegetable seeds, tubers, and so on. I will
now quote the current prices which I re-
ceived the other day from a large and
reliable seed firm which sells supplies in
this State. The price of cabbage seed is
£12 for 10 lb., cauliflower seed £10 per lb.,
onion seed £6 15s. for brown and £5 for
white. Tomato seed is £6 per lb. It is
high time that we had in this State an
Act to ensure that the grower could pur-
chase certified seed at a small extra charge
to cover the inspection, as that would save
him many pounds. In one case I have in
mind it would have saved a great deal in
regard to the germination of onion seed
and it would have saved others many
pounds in the form of the extra crop they
would have received had they been sure
that the runner beans they planted were
free from disease. ’
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‘We have in this State Acts to prohibit
ahyone bringing in fruit or vegetables
from the Eastern States, in case they are
conieminated with disease, so why not ge¢
‘@ step further and prohibit the importing
‘of seed if we think it may contain foreign
matter, disease or other impurities. Let
‘us he consxstent, with regard to both fruit
'a.nd seeds.

T wmﬂd like to make a recommendation
o the ‘Minister for Agriculture with re-
spect to the North-West division of his
department. Any firm in either city or
wountry which has a branch that is
wlivorced from its head office employs a
iranch manager where the branch is
situated and does not keep him at head
office, because he is useless there. In this

I would suggest to the Minister
thaft the branch manager of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for the North-West
division should be stationed at Port Hed-
land and not in Perth.

My reason for selecting Port Hedland
is that it is a central part of his district
and on the junction of the main air routes
and main roads in the North-West,
Stationed there he would be able to ac-
company his various officers by road either
north or south and would save many
pounds in air fares—many pounds which
are now expended by him flying perhaps
from Perth to the Kimberleys and back
and then perhaps to Carndrvon and over
to Wiluna and return. If those air fares
were saved, much more money could be
spent in research and development in the
district.

If this recommendation were followed
‘the branch manager would he able to know
‘his district far better. He would get to
know the people and their troubles and
would be in a position to help and guide
his officers in that area. I have a further
Trecommendation which I put forward not
only to the Minister for Agriculture but
also to Ministers in charge of other de-
piartments, and it has reference to the
motor-vehicles, traetors and so on that
are used in the North-West. The Minis-
‘ter ‘for Police and Native Welfare is one
to ‘whom I make this recommendation,
which is that all Government motor-
vehicles which operate in the North-West
should be sent there for a limited time
o .o limited mileage only as they have
to travel long distances over outback roads
a.nd must be reliable,

“When they are old or their mechanical
wondition gets beyond a certain stage.
'breakdowns are inevitable and it is a

<ostly matter to bring a vehicle in for
Tepairs from the outback areas. I would
suggest that the meximum life of a motor-
wvehicle in the North-West should be two
years, after which it should be changed
for a new vehicle, the older one being
sent- to Perth for a major overhaul and
‘then used by some department in the more
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closely settled areas where repairs and
rréa.i?t,enance could be more easily attend-
ed to.

It is essential that the police, above all,
should have wvehicles that are always fit
for the road and reliable as they are
called on in many emergencies and at
times it 1s a matter of life or death, so
it is essential that such a vehicle should
not fail in its duty. Pumping engines are
not so important but the tractors and
other machinery employed by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in the north have,
like motor-vehicles, a limited life before
requiring major overhaul. On a research
station where a tractor is used in con-
junetion with the experiments, it is
essential that it be available at all times
to do the work required.

Only this year the tractor at the Gas-
coyne research station failed in the middile
of the work on an experimenfal crop in
relation to progressive planting, with the
result that certain plantings were missed
and although the experiments will not he
an absolute failure, much of their value
has been lost.

Another matter recently brought to my
notice was an anomaly in the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act which, as it stands,
is not completely workable in the North-
West. A planter at Carnarvon purchased
a house at Yalgoo and, being honest, he
wrote asking the Transport Board for per-
mission to cart it direct from Yalgoo to
Carnarvon. The route over which he
wished to transport it did not run parallel
to a railway or even cross any organised
transport service but was direct by the
shortest route from Yalgoo to Carnarvon,

He was told that if he forwarded a fee
of 19s. per fon for what he wanted to
cari, a licence would be issued. The Act
states definitely that unless a person
comes under the exemption set out in
Schedule I—

Any vehicle which operates on any
road must be covered by a licence or
permit unless it operates under the
exemptions.

That is, the exemptions referred to in
Schedule I of the Act. It continues—

The Act does not restrict the licens-
ing to places where railways or other
services are operating but requires
that a permit should be obtained for
a vehicle which is not exempt,

In the North-West we are dealing with
miles—not single miles but hundreds of
miles between centres and no one who
operates a vehicle there can keep within
the 20 mile radius set down in the Aet.
If the average planier goes out for a load
of wood, as I understand the Act, it would
be encumbent on him first to obtain a
licence from the Transpori Board. 1
suggest to the Minister that he should
examine the relevant secticn of the Act
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with a view to extending the limits and
making it rational in regard to the North-
West and other outlying parts of the State.

Throughout Western Australia many
road boards and other bodies are making
provision for those who have reached old
age, and are building houses, flats and so
on, bui little or no extra accommoadation
is being provided for =uch people when
they become senile or chronically ill. I
would recommend to the Minister for
Health that he study what is being done
in Queensland where district hospitals
have one or two extra wards attached to
them, those wards being kept entirely for
the senile or aged people who had resided
in the area concerned throughout their
lives. For those who have lived in the
country all their lives—particularly those
who have lived on the Goldfields
in the North-West—it is very hard
for them {0 be sent to homes or
institutions in the metropolitan area
for attention when they become ill
or too senile {0 look after themselves.

If these suggestions were followed and
put into practice, I am sure the Minister
would find that considerable saving would
be effected in the maintenance of accom-
modation provided for such people. For
example, if one or two extra rooms were
added to each of the larger country hos-
pitals, it would be found that he would
have no need to look for extra staff or
to provide more accommodation in the
way of kitchens, ablution blocks, etc.

The hospitals that I have mentioned
have already the staff and the facilities
to care for any senile or chronically-ill
patients. If this were done, it would per-
mit the aged pioneers of the outback to
live in the environment that they have
been used to during their lifetime. They
could continue to enjoy the climate that
they were accustomed to and we would not
force them to live in the metropolitan area
in a climate which, in many cases, only
hastens their end. In Queensland the cost
of running annexes such as I have men-
tioned varies from £6 to £8 per head, with-
out taking into consideration any dedue-
tion from the pensions of the aged people,
which is permitted.

There is one other point I wish to raise
and that is: I still consider that a hostel
should be established at Carnarvon
for school children who come from various
parts throughout the North-West. Some-
time ago I was nearly successful in having
such a hostel provided, but through the
lack of support from the people in and
around Carnarvon, the project fell through,
Shortly afterwards, however it was evident
that there were school children searching
for such accommodation from as far
north as Wyndham. In fact, three schocl
children from Wyndham alone were look-
ing for such a hostel, and I understand
that at present, from various parts of the
North-West there are 10 children billeted

Y

in and around Carparven. If a suitable
hostel were established to house school
children who are being educated at Car-
narvon and whose homes are scattered
throughout the North, I am quite sure that
more than 10 children would be [orth-
coming to take advantage of such facili-
ties.

MR. CROMMELIN (Claremont) {8.51: X
wish to say a few words on problems eon-
cerning education on an Australfa-wide
basis. No doubt the few figures which I
will quote will be brought into line by the
Minister because he will be acquainted witir
the full facts regarding the number of
children attending primary and secondary
schools today, the number of teachers im
training, the numher of students who are
available for training as future teachers
and whether the problems that are he-
setting Australia as a whole today exist in
the same degree in this State.

Actually, I consider there are two major
educational problems which c¢oncern the
public of Australia at present. The first
is that we are undergoing—and it will con-
tinue—a. constant change in the whole
fabric of secondary school education to
meet the fast changing needs of our present
day society. The second preblem is the
more routine one of providing more
teachers and more accommeodation for the
ever-increasing number of school children.
I propose to deal with the second problem:
which is now in our midst. There has not
been any fresh crisis in this regard since
World War II, because undoubiedly there
was a crists after the cessation of hostih-
ties in 1945 and 1946, :

The Minister for Education: There are
50,000 more school children now than there
were in the postwar period.

Mr. CROMMELIN: A similar problem
existed then and although millions ef
pounds have been spent on the recruit—
ment of additional teachers and althougiz
thousands of children have been educated
since that time, practically little more has
been done than to cope only with the bigh
birthrate of the late 1940's. The increase
numher of children as the result of migra-
tion, together with the back lag have
hardly been touched. Up to date, the pri—
mary schools have presented most of the
problems, but I consider that from now om
the secondary schools will present. gteater
problems. The ever-increasing demands
must be considered in total against & back-
ground of inadequate provision of educa-
tion for the children now. It is not as
though we are starting off scratch today
with a sufficient number of feacheis and
with an adequate number of class-rooms,
etc. We are still extremely short of them.

The Minister for Educationn: Whatt Of
teachers?

Mr. CROMMELIN: I understamd that
we are not short of secondary school
teachers. However, I did say at the outset
that my remarks, when speaRking to this
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problem, were to be on an Australia-wide
basis, and that the Minister for Education,
having access to the figures on the number
~of teachers being trained and the number
of secondary school children, would have
"# much clearer picture than I would have
of the whole position. It is very difficult
to say that these demands can be met by
the provision of more money in order that
more schools can be built and more
.Ieachers can be trained. To an extent
money would make that possible, but, on
the other hand, there are associated prob-
lems which money cannot solve.

Today, throughout Australia as a whole,
the bulk of secondary school children range
in ages from 10 to 14 years, according to
the 1955 graph. Today there is g fotal
of 740,000 secondatry school children. In
1960 there will be 885,000 and in 1964 there
will be 1,000,000, In other words, there
will be an increase of 333 per cent. in the
number of secondary school children with-
-in the next seven years. This is only a
minimum estimate because it does not take
into consideration those children who will
migrate to this State from other countries.
Nevertheless, the figures, apart from that
aspect, are correct from actuarial estimates.

The total number of children from whoin
new entrants to secondary schools are
drawn, rises from 167,000 in 1955 to 205,000
‘im 1960. Thus, there will be an additional
20,000 children in 1960 who will need
secondary school educational facilities. It
is a well-known fact that more than 65 per
cent. of secondary school children are in
tax-supported schools. There is o varia-
tion in each State, which means that all
the States must find approximately 700
-extra teachers by 1960 in order to cope
with 65 per cent. of the 30,000 extra
secondary school children. That is, 20,000
children, on an average of 30 per class for
:gach teacher. On present standards this
‘means a total of 700 extra teachers over
the figure of 500-600 which is the gradu-
ated rcjuirement for 1959,

If it takes four years to f{rain a
secnndary school teacher, it does not take
any advanced mathematics to work out
that these teachers should be training in
.this year of 1957 and should have com-
pleted at least one year of their training
in order toc make themselves available for
duty as teachers by 19680. However, this
‘number of teachers is not available be-
cause, in 1955, there were only 400 more
teachers above the 1954 figure and in 1956
there were only 500 more whick means
that the increase in 1956 was far from
‘fulfilling the need for exira teachers re-
guired to meet the estimated increase in
secondary school children in 1960.

The Minister for Education: Are you

“still dealing with the Australian position
as a whole?

Mr. CROMMELIN: Yes.

The Minister for Education:
Western Australlan position?

Not the
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Mr. CROMMELIN: No. It is perfectly
obvious that the position will not improve
because the increase in school enrolments
will continue. Any increase in the num-
ber of teachers will depend on the number
of children who will reach matriculation
standard and the main factor is the num-
ber of births registered 17 years earlier.
Therefore, it will be 1965 before the 1960
teacher enrolments are available and
another four years wili elapse before they
are ready to take up their teaching duties.
I would be interested to know if these
figures apply to Western Australia.

One fact that does arise is that in
Western Australia, of all the children who
matriculate or graduate to become school
teachers, 30 per cent. are accepted as
teachers. Therefore one will realise that
from the remaining 70 per cent., the
recruits for all obther professions and
trades have to be found. That indeed does
not leave a very great number for the
other professions. One long-term solution
is the recruitment of more teachers; but
in order to have more teachers, children
would have to be persuaded to stay at
school longer. Figures prove that only
one-third of the children who could
matriculate stay at school beyond the
permitted leaving age.

The Minister for Education: Are you
aware that last year 54 per cent. of the
boys and girls who passed the leaving
examination entered the Teachers’ Train-
ing College, and this year 44 per cent?

Mr. CROMMELIN: That is possible.
This quotation applied to the end of June,
1956, and dealt more with matriculation
at the university. Western Australia was
picked out as being in a better position
for teachers than any other State of the
Commonwealth. I can follow that the
State has no problems in regard to
secondary school teachers up to 1960.

I have been approached by people who
live in the city block in regard to some
problems which face businessmen operat-
ing in the metropolitan block bhounded by
Pier-st., St. George’'s Terrace, Milligan-st.
and Wellington-st. With the parking posi-
tion as it is today, it is impossible to leave
a car parked in the street for a very long
time. The only other means of transport
is to hire taxis of which there is a plenti-
ful supply, but thai still costs money.
There is also the means of travel by tram
which goes up Hay-st. and down Murray-
st.

It has been suggested to me that it
would be a tremendous help to a lot of
people in the metropolitan bloek if the
Government could give consideration to a
round route with a small type of bus, if
that were practicable. I am thinking of
agents and similar people who may have
offices in Pier-st. and have to show their
goods in buildings in Milligan-st., at
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Boans and similar places. As one kKnows,
to travel that distance on foot is fairly
slow.

If it were possible to operate a bus ser-
vice along two distinet routes—down St.
George’s Terrace, along Pier-st., up Hay-
st.,, along Milligan-st. to St. George's Ter-
race; and the other down Milligan-st.,
along Murray-st. to Pier-st. and Hay-st.—
anyone living in the city block would not
have a great distance to walk. It would
be a boon even to women shoppers if a
small maximum fare was fixed to en-
courage the use of those round services.
If it is practicable, I put it up as a sugges-
tion from many business people in that
area.

Another small matter that comes to mind
is the transport of children from the John
Curtin High School to, in most cases,
Karrakatta or its vicinity. As we are
aware, the bulk of these children return
home hetween 3.30 and 4 pm., usually on
the same train. I have been told by the
parentis of some of the children that the
behaviour is not as good as it should be
on some occasions. We all appreciate that
children are children and usually there is
a ringleader when a scuffle ehnsues and
damage is done fo railway property.

As a result of complaints, railway detec-
tives call on the parents concerned telling
them of the mishehaviour of their children.
Naturally the parents take a Iairly serious
view. As this travel takes place at one
fixed time of the day when the train comes
from John Curtin High School, they have
asked the Railway Department to run a
one-corridor coach for the children so that
they could be kept under the supervision
of a railway officer; thus a lot of the need-
less damage to the carriages could be
stopped, and also many of the complaints
to parents which, although of a trivial
nature, are upsetting. I would be glad if
the Minister for Railways could give con-
sideration to this matter.

On the opening day of the present ses-
sion of this Parliament, I asked a question
of the Minister for Health which breought
some laughter. Having read the question,
I can appreciate that laughter was guite
justified in view of the way I put the
question. It is not every member in this
House who represents an electorate
which contains such a big institution as
does mine; that is, the Claremont mental
home. I may be right or I may he wrong
in considering it my duty to take an
interest in this particular institution. I
have asked the Minister for Health ques-
tions as to whether repairs and so forth
will be carried out. In asking for what I
consider necessary repairs to be carried
out, I have two objects in mind; one is
the just right, in my opinion, to ask for
the repairs not only on behalf of the
patients but slightly more out of respect
for the men and women who work in that
institution. It is all very well for some to
push it aside as a forgotien place. I know
it is not. We are all humane.
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A lot of the men who work in the insti-
tution and live in Claremont have re-
quested me to endeavour to obtain better
facilities to enable them to do an honest
job. In that respect it applies tc Imore
than the male and female nurses. It also

applies to the dietitians and cooks
who have to prepare sbecial .rqeals
on the instructions of the dietitians.

To do that they need modern equip-
ment. Having seen a n2w Kitchen
and what a cook can do with
modern appliances, as compared with the
old methods, the Minister for Health will
realise how upsetting it is for a cook who
is used to a new kitchen to be transferred
to an old kitchen and be expected to turn
out the same meals. He has no chahce of
doing so.

The Minister for Health: They have
always had my fullest co-operation.

Mr. CROMMELIN: I appreciate that,
and I am not criticising the Minister. I
am merely pointing out that with
a big institution in my electorate
such as the mental hospital, it is up to me
to take an interest not only in the inmates.
but also in the men and women working
there. For that reason I consider I am’
perfectly justified in asking for as satis-
factory facilities as possible for the insti-
tution. In that respect the Minister has
been quife helpful,

Getting back to traffic problems in Perth.-
today, the Government must surely be
eware that the majority of motor-
ists have co-operated fairly well in
regard to the restrictions placed on
them. They are taking dquite a
pounding under the regulations. Nearly
every motorist at some time or other
is a pedestrian, It is about time that some
movement was made to bring pedestrians
under the Traffic Act. It has become prac-
tically impossible to drive along the main
street in a car on account of pedestrians
jay-walking in front of vehicles.

This state of affairs has got to such a
stage in Melbourne that in Bourke-st.
from one block to another there are
chains alongside the pavements to
prevent pedestrians from walking across
the streets. If our regulations could
be altered to give a motor-vehicle
equal right with a pedestrian on the
road, I would bhe in favour of the
move. In extreme cases in the city block
the pedestrian should be forced to use the
crosswalks within reasonable limits, and in
peak traflic periods should be forbidden to
jay-walk across the main streets. This
step might appear somewhat severe, but we
cannol get a free flow of traffic in the maln
streets as long as the pedestrian is not
bound by the regulations to help the
motorist, as the motorist is compelled to
help the pedestrian,

On motion by Mr, Sewell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.27 p.m.



